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 NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Rae Ann Fix Reese, Class of 1956

Please check the rostr to be sure your 
information is correct, and contact me 
if it’s not.  If you DO NOT want your 
phone # and/or email address included 
in the roster, be sure to tell me.  If ev-
erythingis good, you can tell me that 
too...then I am a Happy Camper.

NOTICE:  I WOULD APPRECIATE 
IT IF THOSE MEMBERS WHO 
ARE CLASS LIAISONS WOULLD 
SEND ME THEIR E-MAIL AD-
DRESSES SO IF I NEED TO CON-
TACT THEM...I CAN.

REMINDER:  I depend on YOU to 
keep me informed of things happening 
in your lives and that of your Class-
mates, ie:  engagements, marriages, 
new babies, jobs etc., and also...if a 
Classmate passes away.  I have learned 
it’s important to most people to know 
when a Classmate has passed away...
just call me or email me...even if there 
has been a passage of time.   

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY ME 
WHEN YOU CHANGE ADDRESS-

ES, EMAIL &/OR PHONE #’s

ORCHARD PARK
ALUMNI ASSOC
    SPRING 2022

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL
MISSION - GUIDING PRINCIPLES - GOALS

WE WILLGIVE OUR STUDENTS THE VISION TO REACH FOR THE STARS.
THE SKILLS AND FORTITUDE TO CLIMB THE LADDER.

AND THE WISDOM TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF THE JOURNEY.
_________________________________________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO RENEW YOUR

ALUMNI ASSOCIA-
TION MEMBERSHIP.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
$10 per year - EACH Year
by/before JUNE 30th  OR 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
for a One Time cost of $150.

OUR SCHOOL’s
ANTI-BULLYING PLEDGE

1. We Will not bully others.
2.  We Will help students who are bulied.
3.  We Will include students who are left    	
      out.
4.  If somebody is being bullied, we Will 	
     tell an adult at school and an adult at   	
     home.

_________________________________________________________________________

Dear Alumni and Friends,

We have exciting news to share! Our newly-formed Reunion Committee, chaired by Tony 
Staub (OP Class of ’68), together with volunteer coordinators Linda Armola Graczyk and 
Sally Machemer Pouthier, is organizing “Quakers Connect” – an all-class-years reunion 
event on Friday night, 29 July 2022, from 5:00-11:00pm at The Depot in Orchard Park.  

Come join us for an evening of food and beverages, music, fun and fundraising activities to 
benefit the Orchard Park Alumni Association Scholarship Fund. The event is open to all and 
there is no admission fee. This event will be a great step toward our goal of raising $25,000 
for the scholarship fund.

To volunteer, become an individual or corporate sponsor, or to learn more, visit our new 
“work-in-progress” website at: www.opalumniassociation.org, or contact Tony, Linda. Sally 
or me to find out how you can help make this a great success. (See inside pages for more 
details.)

We hope to see you this July at “Quakers Connect!”

Sincerely,  Karen Myers-Hackem, Class of 1975

President, OP Alumni Association

Mobile: 1.978.502.6218
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MEMORIAMS  MEMORIAMS  MEMORIAMS

Indicates a former member of 
Military or Law Enforcement

STANELY BARNAS 	       Class of 
1963 is survived by his Wife, 2 Sons, 1 
Brother-PAUL-Class of ‘67, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

THOMAS PETROFF, Class of 1976, is 
survived by 2 Brothers: PETER-Class of 
‘74, JOSEPH-Class of ‘80, other Relatives 
and Friends.

SHARON THOMPSON TORMEY, 
Class of 1966 is survived by her Husband, 
1 Daughter, RHONDA BROOKS-Class of 
‘87, 1 Son-DAVID-Class of ‘90, 8 Gran-
children, 3 GreatGrandchildren, other Rel-
atives and Friends.

JAMES E. HAAS, Class of 1955 was pre-
deceased by wife, HATTIE SCHEFFER 
HAAS-Class of ‘55, 1 Son & 1 Daughter. 
He is survived by 2 Grandsons, 3 Great-
Grandsons, other Relatives and Friends.

GARY J. WRAZEN, Class of 1966 was 
predeceased by his Wife, 2 Brothers, 1 Sis-
ter.  He is survived by 1 Son, 2 Daughters, 
5 Grandchildren, 3 GreatGrandchildren, 
1 Sister-CAROL DUNNE-Class of ‘60, 2 
Brothers-GENE-Class of ‘68, GEORGE-
Class unknown, other Relatives and Friends

PAUL WILK JR., Class of 1981 is 
survived by his Father PAUL-Class of 
‘58, Brother-JAMES-Class of 81, Aunt-
ELAINE MALONEY-Class of ‘55, other 
Relatives and Friends.

KATHLEEN MURRAY FUHRMANN, 
Class of 1981 was predeceased by her 
Father. She is survived by her Husband 
GREGORY-Class of ‘79, 2 Sons: NICH-
OLAS-Class of ‘06, Dr. TRAVIS-Class of 
‘09, her Mother, 5 Brothers: ‘SKIP’-Class 
of ‘72, DAN-Class of ‘77, TOM-Class of 
‘78, PATRICK-Class of ‘79, JOHN-Class 
of ‘87, 1 Sister-MARY ANN MONRO-
Class of ‘74, other Relatives and Friends.

CLARA MONROE LAUTZ, Former 
Teacher at Windom Elementary School.  
She was predeceased by her Husband.  She 
is survived by 1 Daughter, @ Grandchil-
dren, 2 GreatGrandchildren, 1 Sister, other 
Relatives and Friends.

JOHN (JACK) WELLINGTON, Class 
of 1957 was predeceased by his Wife. He 
is survived by 3 Sons: JOHN Jr.-Class of 
‘87, JAMIE-Class of ‘91, RICK-Class un-
known, 3 Daughters: LAURA MISKELL-
Class of ‘90, LEAH DONOHUE and SUE 
BUCZEK-Classes unknown, 22 Grand-
children, 2 GreatGrandchildren,  Brothers, 
Sisters, other Relatives and Friends.

ROBERT H. SCHEU-Class of 1963 was 
predeceased by 2 Brothers: BRUCE-Class 
of ‘58, Michael-Class unknown.  He is 
survived by his Wife, 2 Sons: MICHAEL-
Class of ‘58, KEVIN-Class unknown, 
1 Daughter-TAMARA-Class of ‘91, 4 
Grandchildren, 1 GreatGrandchild, 1 sis-
ter-PATRICIA BLACKWELL-Class of 
‘57, other Relatives and Friends.

RONALD N. ‘CORKY’ GEITTER-
Class of 1979 was predeceased by his 
Mother-NORMA SCHULTZ GEITTER, 
Class of ‘58. He is survived by his Father-
RONALD A. GEITTER-Class of ‘57, 
Brother-RANDY-Class of ‘84, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

ISADORA “DODO” ULRICH former 
Music Teacher, was predeceased by her 
Husband and Brother. She is survived by 
other Relatives and many Friends.

DONALD K. WEBBER,                   Class 
of 1959 is survived by his Wife, 2 Daugh-
ters, 2 sons, 14 Grandchildren, 4 Great-
Grandchildren, 1 Brother-THOMAS-Class 
of ‘62, other Relatives and Friends. 

JUNE GOEHLER, Former Chemistry 
Teacher was predeceased by her Husband. 
She is survived by Relatives and many 
Friends.

TRACY-LYNN BATTAGLIA-MARTIN    
Class of 1981 was predeceased by her Hus-
band MICHAEL MARTIN-Class of ‘86. 
She is survived by  1 Daughter, Relatives 
and Friends. 

JIM DAVIS, Class of 1966                is 
survived by his Wife, 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 2 
Grandchildren, 1 Brother ROBERT-Class 
of ‘70, 1 Sister LINDA-Class of ‘74, other 
Relatives and Friends.

MAUREEN HOFFMAN VANDERLIP
Class of 1956, was predeceased by 2 sons.  
She is survived by 2 Sons, 1 Daughter, 1 
Sister-KATHY-Class of ‘60, 3 Brothers: 
MAURICE-Class of ‘60, MICHAEL-Class 
of ‘63, CHARLES-Class unknown, other 
Relatives and Friends.

JERRY KALBACK-Class of 1968 is sur-
vived his Wife, 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 2 Grand-
children, 2 Sister-JOYCE HUEN, JUDY 
THOMPSON, 1 Brother-JON-Classes un-
known,  other Relatives and Friends. 

DAVID C. McGIVERON, Class of 1955 
was predeceased by 1 Brother-CARL-
Class of ‘60, 1 Infant Son JOEY. He is 
survived by his Wife (who passed 1 month 
later), 2 Sons, 2 Daughters,6 Grandchil-
dren, 1 Brother PAUL-Class of ‘54, other 
Relatives and Friends.

CLEAVE E. MULHOLLAN, Class 
unknown was predeceased by 1 Sister-
KATHLEEN BUCHWALS-Class of ‘74, 
1 Brother-CURTIS-Class of ‘75.  He is 
survived by his Wife, 1 Son-STEVE-Class 
of 2000, 1 Daughter-JEANNINE-Class 
unknown, 1 StepSon, 1 Grandchild, other 
Relatives and Friends.

JULIE DENTINGER, Former Teacher 
and Reading specialist in Orchard Park 
Central School district. She is survived by 
her Husband, 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 3 Step-
Children, 2 Sisters, other Relatives and 
Friends.

EDWARD M. BOYCZUK, DR. Class 
of 1976 was predeceased by his Mother. 
He is survived by his Wife-MARY JO 
McFEELY-Class of ‘77, 1 Son-EDWARD-
Class of ‘09, 1 Daughter, 3 Brothers, his 
Father, other Relatives and Friends.

GERALD R. LYONS, 	    former 
Teacher, Baseball & Basketball coach, 
DECA Co-ordinator. was predeceased by 
1 Son, 1 Daughter, 1 Brother, 1 Sister. He is 
survived by his Wife, 3 sons, 2 Daughters, 
11 Grandchildren, 1 Brother, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

Note from Editor:  I need People to un-
derstand that the only names I place here 
are the ones I am notified about or know 
of personally.  If You know of someone that 
passes away, who attended OPHS, please 
notifuy me and if possible give me at least 
their Class year (if you know it).  I have 
a “Yearbook” I can consult but the only 
names there are for the people who took 
the time to fill out the forms and return the 
paperwork.  There are people I know that 
attended our school but they are not in that 
book.  If you can give me survivor informa-
tion too, that would be appreciated.  There 
is not always an obituary notice in the pa-
per or online to get this information from, 
so I don’t always have it (as you may see 
in a notice here from time to time). If they 
had been in the Military or Law Enforce-
ment, please tell me that too, so I can place 
a Flag with their notice.  I appreciate your 
assistance with this.
	 Thank You - Rae Ann.
__________________________________
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CLASS LIAISONS
1948 - RUTH MURPHY MORROW
1949 - RITA HAAS WIDMAN
1951 - BARBARA BROTT MYERS
1953 - JOSEPH EISENRIED
1955 - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
1956 - RAE ANN FIX REESE and 
  MARJORIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ	
1957 - ALICE MARQUART and
            JOYCE ROSENOW DIMITROFF
1958 - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON
1959 - RONNIE LOVE MAREAN
1960 - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT
1961 - GAIL SCHUELER KEDZIERSKI
1962 - TOM WEBBER, BRIAN BARNEY &
            MARY ANN JENDRYSEK CREAN
1963 - RICH NASSOIY and 			
            H. JOHN MARKULIS
1964 - TERRY O’GRADY WALLACE
1965 - MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS
1966 - JOHN SCHRODER
1967 - BARBARA VAYO CORDELL
1968 - PAM HINEMAN CAPUZZO
1969 - LINDA HINEMAN CAMPBELL
1972 - SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT
1973 - VICKIE CLARK WARHOL
1974 - MARY ANN CASERTA SUDA
1975 - GRANT BREKKE
1976 - SUE OVITT-WHIPPLE
1977 - CHERYL DAY McKINNEY and
            ANITA TREVETT BARNARD
1978 - LINDA MAUL BABCOCK
1979 - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
1981 - LYNN EMMINGER
1983 - TRACY JANOWSKI TODARO
1985 - DAVID LACEY
1989 - RICHAELLE HARRIS REY
2008 - JESSICA GROGAN

If your class is not listed above, that 
is because no one in your class has 
stepped up to take on this position.  
It’s not a difficult job.  When it’s time 
for your  Class reunion, or any Class 
event, the Liaison’s job is to inform 
someone on the Alumni Association 
Board.  THAT’S ALL!
...Also, keep us informed when you 
learn of a classmate’s passing or other 
important happenings in your lives...

Please consider this and contact one of 
the officers to tell us that you will be 
the Liaison for your Class.

WE NEED MORE MEMBERS 
AND LIAISON’S FOR THIS 
CENTURY’S CLASSES TOO.
----------------------------
Please think about this and Please, 

Tell Your Friends/Classmates

NEW MEMBER FORM
PLEASE PRINT

NAME:_______________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________

_____________________________________
Town                                               State             Zip

_______________________________________________
Maiden Name		           Grad. Year

_______________________________________________
E-Mail Address

_______________________________________________
One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your 
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

*************************************

If You are willing to be a Liaison for your 
Class Please fill out and include this next form

ALUMNI  LIAISON Please Print

NAME:_______________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________

_____________________________________

___________________________________
Town			   State	   Zip

_____________________________________
Maiden Name		        Grad. Year

_____________________________________
E-Mail Address

_____________________________________
One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your                 
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

Please make ALL checks payable to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION  and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127

Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know About the Alumni 

Associaiton:
The Association has been chartered for 
the purpose of a link for all Alumni of 
the Orchard Park School System to each 
other. It is you Alumni, who will make 
it grow and prosper. The Officers are the 
core of this organization but you, the 
Members, are the true reason for our 
‘being’.  
      Membership is $10. per year, and is 
open to anyone who has an interest in the 
school whether it is as an attendee, grad-
uate, teacher, staff member, parent of a 
student...OR a one time cost of $150. for 
a Lifetime membership.  Your dues also 
go towards supporting our Scholarships.
      We publish a newsletter twice a year, 
Spring and Fall,and would appreciate any 
and all information that you can send to 
us about events with your classes, the 
passing of Classmates, Births, Anniver-
saries or anything you would like to share 
with others.  Another very Important part 
of the Alumni Association are the Liai-
sons for each and every class.  We need 
you to assist us with important informa-
tion for your class.  Please complete the 
form on this page and become a Liaison 
for your Class.  It is our only link to your 
class.  Please make ALL checks payable 
to:  ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI ASSO-
CIATION  and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127

Please be susre to notify us of any
CHANGE OF LAST NAME AND/OR

ADDRESS PHONE, E-MAIL ETC.

ALUMNI  ASSOC. OFFICERS

PRES. KAREN MYERS, CLASS OF 1975
  978-502-6218 - karen@klmyers.com

PAST PRES. JOAN BACHERT LITWIN
716-662-5701 - Class of 1955

joanlitwin@mail

SCHOLARSHIP CHMN. AL SAGER 
716-662-9413 - Class of 1958 

alnsue99@yahoo.com

TREASURER JESSICA GROGAN
716-982-1428 - grogan.jess@gmail.com

SEC’Y/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
RAE ANN FIX REESE

716-822-8869 - Class of 1956
rreese56@roadrunner.com
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MEMORIAMS

Indicates a former member of 
Military or Law Enforcement

__________________________________

From time to time I am made aware of the 
passing of someone connected to OPHS and 
when I do, I will post a Memorial for them, 
even though some time has passed.	__________________________________

PAUL F. HORN, Class of 1988 is survived 
by his Wife, 1 Son, 3 Daughters, 4 Broth-
ers, 3 Sisters, other Relatives and Friends.

MARGARET MARY “MEG” BRAZIL, 
Class of 1971 is survived by her Partner, 
 her Daughter, her Daughter’s Father, PA-
TRICIA ANN BRAZILL-Class of ‘75, 2 
other Sisters, other Relatives and Friends.

EDWARD M. BOYCZUL, DMD, Class 
of 1976 is survived by his Wife-MARY JO 
McFEELY-Class of ‘77, 1 Son: EDWARD-
Class of ‘09, 1 Daughter, 3 Brothers, other 
Relatives and Friends.

GEORGE V. SCHICHTEL, 	
Class of 1944 was predeceased by his 
Wife, 3 Sisters: BETTY BLOCKMAN-
Class of ‘37, ELLEN BATEMAN-Class 
of 39, EVELYN TIMMEL TARBOX-
Class of ‘42. He is survived by 7 children: 
CONSTANCE LYDON-Class of ‘71, 
GEORGE-Class of ‘76, ANDREW-Class 
of ‘78, RUTH SMITH-Class of ‘79, MARY 
O’REILLY-Class of ‘79, MARK-Class of 
‘82, KRISTEN RYAN-Class of ‘84, 24 
Grandchildren, 3 GratGrandchildren, other 
Relatives and Friends.  

NANCY SORG OBRINGER, Class of 
1975 was predeceased by her Husband.  He 
is survived by 2 sons, 1 Daughter, 6 Grand-
children, 4 Sisters: SUSAN ROBISON, 
Class of ‘65 and 3 other Sisters, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

JAMES D. UNGER-Class of 1974 is sur-
vived by his Wife, 1 Daughter, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

JOHN F. PASQUARIELLO, former 
Teacher at Windom Elementary School 
for 35 years. He is survived by his Wife, 5 
Children, 11 Grandchildren, 3 GreatGrand-
children, other Relatives and Friends.

JAMES H. SIEMER, Class of 1964 
was predeceased by 1 Brother. He is sur-
vived by his Wife, 2 Sons, 1 Daughter, 5 
Grandcildren, 1 GreatGrandchild, 1 Sister-
DEANNE-Class of ‘58, other Relatives 
and Friends.

KARYN CONIGLIO-MACRORIE, 
Class of 1990 is survived by her Husband,   
3 Sons, her Father, other Relatives and 
Friends.

CARLOS GARCIA, Class of 1975 is 
predeceased by Brother FRANCISCO Jr. 
class unkown. He is survived by 2 Broth-
ers: ROBERT-Class of ‘64, JOHN-Class of 
‘67, other Relatives and Friends.

CAROL HUPKOWICZ HARTWELL, 
Class of 1964 was predeceased by Daugh-
ter-MICHELLE STEFANIAK-Class of 
‘86. She is survived by 2 Daughters: KA-
TIE OPINSKI-Class of ‘02 and 1 other 
Daughter, 1 Grandson, 1 Brother MI-
CHAEL-Class of ‘66, other relatives and 
Friends.

MARK W. LONG, Class of 1973 was pre-
deceased by 1 Son and 1 Grandson. He was 
survived by his Wife, 2 Sons, 4 Grandchil-
dren, other Relatives and Friends.

JORDAN A. NARBE, Class of 1948 was 
predeceased by Wife-MARLENE BOGU-
MIL NARBE-Class of ‘49, 1 Son-DAVID-
Class of ‘71,1 Brother-H. EDWARD-Class 
of ‘47.  He is survived by 3 Sons: PAUL-
Class of ‘75, Paul and Darryl-Classes un-
known, 1 Brother-LOREN-Class of’50, 
other Relatives and Friends.

GERALYN HANIS PFAFFENBACH, 
Class of 1975 was predeceased by 1 son, 
1 Brother-RUSSELL-Class of ‘76.  She is 
survived by 2 Sons, 2 Daughters, seeeral 
Grandchildren, 1 GreatGrandcild, 3 Sisters:
DARLENE BONETTO & DONNA 
DUFFY-Both-Class of ‘78, CHRISTINE 
BROADBENT-Class of ‘87, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

THOMAS A. MORROW, Class of 1954 
was predeceased by his Brother JACK-
Class of ‘56. He is survived by his Wife, 
1 son, 1 Daughter- LYNN McMAHON-
Class of ‘84, 2 Grandchildren, 1 Brother-
MICHAEL-Class of ‘62, other Relatives 
and Friends.

DELIGHT E. CARLSON-Class of 1959 
was predeceased by 1 Brother-ROBERT-
class of’64, 1 Sister-JANICE RAYNER-
Class of ‘66. She is survived by her Boy-
friend, 1 Daughter, 1 Son, 5 Grandchildren, 
other Relatives and Friends.

MEMORIAMS MEMORIAMS
LYNNE CICHON, Class of 1999 prede-
ceased by her Father. She is survived by her 
Mother, 2 Brothers: STEVE-Class of ‘95, 
GREGORY-Class of ‘97, other Relatives 
and Friends. 

GERALD T. BENZINGER, 
Class of 1945, was predeceased by his 
Wife, Daughter-MARIE-Class of ‘75, 
Son-JOHN-’79. He is survived by 3 Sons: 
MICHAEL & STEPHEN-Class of ‘74, 
DAVID-Class unknnown, Brother-JAMES 
R.-Class of ‘41, other Relatives and 
Friends.

DOUGLAS  E. CRUVER, Class of 1977 
is survived by his Wife-ROSEMARIE Mc-
GRIRE CRUVER-Class of ‘79, 2 sons, his 
Mother, 4 Brothers: STEVE-Class of ‘78, 
DAVE-Class of ‘81, ANDY-Class of ‘83, 
DON-Class of ‘86, other Relatives and 
Friends.

MARY CATHERINE ‘KAY’ TOLSMA, 
former long term Teacher at Windom El-
ementary School.  She was predeceased by 
1 Brother.  She is survived by many Rela-
tives and Friends.

MICHAEL A. GURNETT, 	
Class of 1981 was predeceased by 1 Broth-
er-KEITH-Class unknown.  He is survived 
by his Wife, 4 Sons, 3 Brothers: DAVID 
Jr., SCOTT, LARRY, 2 Sisters: SUZANNE 
PRIEBE, SHARON COLICCHIA-Classes 
Unknown, Other Relatives and Friends.

NORMAN J. SCHWENDLER, 
Class of 1959 was predeceased by his 
Wife. He is survived by 1 Son, 2 Daugh-
ters.  He is survived by 1 Sister CAROLYN 
KUHLES, Class of ‘62, other Relatives and 
Friends.

ANNETTE DERENGOWSKI Mc-
GRAW, Class of 1956 was predeceased by 
1 Daughter-SHELLEY DUNDON-Class of 
‘79, 1 Brother-DONALD Class unknown). 
She is survived by 1 Son-SCOTT, Class of 
‘79, 2 Granddaughters, 1 Sister-CAROL 
MURPHY (Class unknown), other Rela-
tives and Friends.

THOMAS A. TREVETT 	 Class 
of 1975 is survived by 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 
1 Grandson, Partner Maryanne Makows-
ki, @ Brothers: ROBERT-Class of ‘71, 
RONALD-Class unknown, 1 Sister ANITA 
BARNARD-Class of ‘  , other Relatives 
and Friends.
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SCHOLARSHIP  REPORT
Al Sager, Class of 1958, Scholarship Chairman

TREASURER’S REPORT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

	 The Alumni Association will be awarding four scholarships this year. One is being 
sponsored by Millicent Handel Wilson (Class of 1958) and Geoffrey Handel ( Class of 
1964) in honor of their father, former School Superintendent Elmer Handel. Jim LeMes-
surier (Class of 1964) and John “Bucky” LeMessurier (Class of 1958) brothers of Marc 
LeMessurier (Class of 1966) and Sherry LeMessurier (Class of 1966), his widow, are spon-
soring a scholarship in Marc’s memory. The alumni treasury will be providing two scholar-
ships.										        
	 This is the twenty-fifth year for the Alumni Scholarship program. This year’s scholar-
ships will total $1,800 and will bring the total of scholarships awarded to $61,550.  		
	 Please be sure to read the excellent essay in this issue of the Alumni Newsletter by 
Anna Childs on her initial impressions of college life at St. John Fisher College where 
she is a freshman majoring in Biology. Anna was a winner of an Alumni Scholarship last 
year.  Applications for most of the scholarships being awarded this year are due in the high 
school guidance office on Monday, March 28. We are being asked to report our decisions 
on scholarship awards to the guidance office by Thursday, May 19 so that the awards can 
be presented at the senior awards banquet in June.  					   
	 We are very excited about the  “Quakers Connect”- All Class Reunion to be held on 
Friday, July 29, 2022. A portion of the funds raised will be used to award Alumni Associa-
tion Scholarships in 2023.  								      
	 The Orchard Park Pride Dinner will not be held this year. The students selected will 
be honored via a virtual presentation along with a gift and certificate. The students will be 
featured in the Orchard Park Bee in the spring. The Alumni Association will continue to be 
listed as a supporter.  									       
	 Thanks to Nancy Braswell, Dennis and Dorothy Mill, Barbara and Jerry Myers, Mary 
Lynn Johnson Rourke and Jack Warning for their contributions to our scholarship fund.	
	 Please consider donating $500 over a five-year period to become a member of the 
Alumni Century Club. Donations in any amount are always welcome. All contributions are 
tax deductible and may be sent to the following address:

             ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION		
                                P.O. BOX 928 - ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127 	 		
________________________________________________________________________

We appreciate your continued support of the 
Alumni Association. 	                         		
     As of 15 of March 2022, we have $16,147 
of cash.  Please note that we count on the 
annual Alumni contributions as well as the 
contributions from generous individuals 
and class fundraising activities to maintain 
a strong organization which is able to pro-
vide various scholarships to Orchard Park 
students. 			                  	
      We hope that you will continue to support 
our organization which allows the students 
of Orchard Park the opportunity to experi-
ence higher education.
___________________________________

Help Make “Quakers Connect” Event a Success!

CHARLIE REVETT, Class of 2004 has 
joined Lumsden & McXormick LLP as a 
manager wit the company’s client account-
ing and advisory services team. He comes 
to the company with over 12 years of ac-
counting experience, bringing a combina-
tion of technology, accounting and process 
improvement experience across multiple 
industries.  He graduated from Mercyhurst 
College with a bachelor of arts in accountig 
in 2008 and earned his advanced certificate 
in financial planning in 2009.

Excerpted from the Orchard Park Bee
__________________________________

CLASS OF 1972 
 50TH REUNION   

ORCHARD PARK HIGH SCHOOL

*********************************

Thursday, July 28th at the Country Club

Class Reception and Dinner  

Friday, July 29th at the Depot

All Alumni Dinner  

Saturday, July 20th at Downtown OP

Town Street Dance  

Sunday, July 31st at the Buffalo Harbor

Grand Lady Brunch Cruise  

Additional details may be found at:

https://orchardparkclassof1972.com

There are many ways to help contribute to the success of the July 29, 2022  	
“Quakers Connect” all-class-years reunion event and fundraiser:

Volunteer: help with planning and/or be on site to help during the event. To vol-
unteer, contact the volunteer coordinators Linda Aromola Graczyk and Sally Ma-
chemer Pouthier by email: quakersconnect@gmail.com

Sponsor or Donate: become an individual or business sponsor of the event, or do-
nate directly to the scholarship fund. Contact Mike Stedham at quakersdonate@
gmail.com or Karen Myers, Karen@klmyers.com.

Communicate: help us spread the word by distributing flyers and posters at physi-
cal locations, and posting on social media to your friends and former classmates. 

Find us on Facebook at “OPHS Annual Reunion.”

Bring a Friend: reunite with former classmates, and bring your friends to this com-
munity-wide event on Friday evening, July 29, 2022, 5:00-11:00pm.

Thank you for any support you can offer to help with the event and with our fund-
raising efforts to build up the scholarship fund that benefits the OPHS graduating 
seniors chosen by our scholarship committee. 

Karen Myers-Hackem, Class of 1975
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Whenever you begin to question or doubt who you are,  or your own worth, or your purpose...always remember:  “You are enough...
You don’t need another person, place or thing to make you whole.  God already did that.  Your job is to know it.” - Maya Angelou

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“BE KINDER THAN NECESSARY, FOR EVERYONE YOU MEET IS FIGHTING SOME KIND OF BATTLE” --unknown

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERS
JENNIE ADAMS - THOMAS D. ALCORN - ANITA BARNARD - CHRISTOPHER S. BEALE - JENNIFER MARKULIS BERKE

PATRICIA McCARTHY BENNINGHOFF - GEORGE BIGENWALD - NANCY STEIGER BRASWELL - SUSAN BRAY- MARY BRILL - JON BRITAIN 
SALLY RUNDLE BROWN - NANCY BURNS - ALBERT COOLEY III -  BARBARA CORDELL  -  SUSAN DILLER - JAMES DUNN  

BERT DUNN & MARY KELLY DUNN - ROGER W. DURANT - VICTORIA D’ANGELO - CAROLE L. DWYER 
DALE ECKL & SHIRLEY ROSENTHAL ECKL - TIMOTHY FINLEY - CAROL APEL FRIDMANN - GARY GATES - LISA SCHNORR GEIER 
KAREN KABEL GINGHER - JESSICA GROGAN  -  DONALD DOMINIC GUSTAFERRO - CLAUDIA HAMILTON - PHYLLIS HARTLOFF 

WILLIAM J. HEICHBERGER - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT -  - FRANCIS HOGANKAMP & SANDRA HOGANKAMP - PAM HOOD
RICK JENNINGS - LAURIE WARNING KITCHEN - MARGIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ -  JOHN LAURIE - JAMES LeMESSURIER - DON LAKS  

RAY LAKS - JO ELLEN LANG - CAROL O’CONNOR LINK - JOAN BACHERT LITWIN - ELAINE WILK MALONEY 
H. JOHN MARKULIS - BLANCHE McGIVERON - JOHN J. MILLS - BARBARA MILLER -  GLORIA HARTLOFF MILLER - TOM MORROW 

MARTHA MUCK - KAREN MYERS-HACKEM - RICHARD E. NASSOIY - A. DAVID NIXON - COLLEN O’CONNOR(-WALKER)
KAREN PARIS - DAVID A. PETRILLO - DIANE R. PISCOPO  - DAVID PETERS & MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS - RAE ANN FIX REESE 
FRANK RINGQUIST  - MARY LYNN JOHNSON ROURKE  - DAVID SCHWEDT - JOAN SPENCER - ANTHONY STAUB  - RICHARD STEEL  

CAROL YOUNG STRUCK - MARY ANN CASSERTA SUDA - RICHARD SULLIVAN - SCOTT M. SUROWIEC - JEFFREY SWARTZ  
KATHLEEN KAMM SWARTZ - JAMES STELLRECHT  & SUSAN ERRINGTON STELLRECHT  - CHARLES STODDART

          CAROL BELURGI THORNTON  SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT - MARTHA VARGO - JUDITH D’ANGELO VASSIE - THOMAS WEBBER   	
TERRY O’GRADY WALLACE - MARGARET CURRAN WATROUS  - JACKIE LAUDISO WAZNY - BONNIE MAUL WINKLER - RITA HAAS WIDMAN  

KAREN NAREAU WIEBE - MICHAEL W. WILCOX - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON  -  MARILYN WOLF ZENTZ - MARY ZINTZ
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMORIAM - A. WATSON BRAY - NORMA GEITTER - THOMAS KABEL - RICHARD J. KLISIEWICZ - NANCY BEAL HOCH
PENELOPE ARBER LYONS - GAIL NEHR O’CONNOR  - PAUL SWEET -  ALBERT SWARZ SR. - ROBERT ZENTZ

NAN ACKERMAN - GEORGE WALLACE 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF COLLEGE
ANNA CHILDS – Class of 2021 – The winner of a scholarship spon-
sored by the Orchard Park Alumni Association describes her first semester 
as a Biology major at St. John Fisher College. Transitioning from Orchard 
Park High School where I knew almost everybody to moving into college 
not knowing a single person was a big change for me. Even though I only 
moved about an hour and a half away, I felt so distanced and discon-
nected from my family and friends. I was now living on my own which 
meant I needed to be responsible and independent. The first few days of 
orientation at St. John Fisher College were the worst. I was contemplating 
transferring because I felt that I did not like the school anymore. I did not 
know anyone yet, causing me to feel extremely homesick and anxious. I 
knew I needed to break out of my shell and start talking to people in hopes 
of making new friends. Luckily the girls in the room right across from 
mine came to introduce themselves. I soon knew that these were the type 
of people I wanted to surround myself with. They were super nice and had 
a fun personality. Once I started hanging out with them I began to feel 
more and more at home, and once classes began and I got into a routine I 
started to love college life. The amount of work I had hit me much harder 
than in high school. In order to get the grades I wanted I had to put in a 
ton of effort and time into my work. It was definitely strange not having 
my mom around all the time. I had to figure a lot of things out on my own 
that I would normally get help with, which led to me becoming a more 
independent person. After being in college for a while and gaining this 
sort of independence that I had never really experienced before, I felt like 
a whole new person. When I went home for Thanksgiving break, I real-
ized that the home I had grown up in for 18 years no longer felt like home. 
I feel like transitioning to college was a lot harder than normal due to the 
fact that COVID got me used to going to school online and using zoom, 
or going in person every other day. So, having to move into college and 
within a week start in person classes every day was definitely something I 
had to get used to again. I am so glad that I chose to attend St. John Fisher 
college, not only because they are rated #1 food in New York and #6 in 
the United States, but also because of the friends and memories that I have 
already been able to make in my first semester here.
__________________________________________________________

10 ATHLETES COMMIT TO 
COLLEGE TEAMS

In a ceremony held in November 2021, these 10 students signed 
letters of intent to play collegiate athletics starting in 2022.  From 
left, back row: are MADALYN COVELLI, MADISON STE-
VENSON, JOSHUA STEGNER, SEAN BECKER, PATRICK 
EVANS, MILES HAAK and BRADY McGOWAN; front row: 
EMILY BROCK, GRACE SCHMEIZINGER and OLIVIA LU-
CIDI. SEAN BECKER intends to play basketball and study ac-
counting at SUNY Brockport. He also plays travel baseball and 
ice hockey.
EMILY BROCKintends to join the bowling team and study budi-
ness administraton wit a monor in sports recreation and manage-
ment at Medaille College.
MADALYN COVELLI intends to play softball and study applied 
economics and management at Cornell University.
PATRICK EVANSintends to play baseball and study business 
management at SUNY Niagara.
MILES HAACK intends to play soccer and study graphic and 
multimedia design at SUNY Canton in northern New York Sate.
OLIVIA LUCIDI intends to play lacrosse and study nursing at 
Gardner-Webb University, a private Christian university located 
50 miles west of Charlotte, NC.
BRADY McGOWAN intends to  play lacrosse and study elemen-
tary education at Alfred University.
GRACE SCHMELZINGER intends to play field hockey and 
study political science at Colgate University.
JOSHUA STEGNER intends to participate in men’s swimming 
and study business, real estate at Loyola University.
MADISON STEVENSON intends to play basketball and market 
management at Howard University in Washsington D.C. before 
aplying to law school.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
______________________________________________

CLASS OF 1961 – 60th REUNION
      Last July 31st and August 1st -2021, the OPHS Class of ’61 held 
its 60th Reunion.  48 Classmates and 14 significant others took part in 
the two day event. On Saturday evening, a get-back-acquainted recep-
tion and dinner was held at the Orchard Park Country Club followed by 
a fun filled picnic at Chestnut Ridge.   It was a memorable occasion.  	
	 In addition to classmates that still live locally, members came from 
California, New Mexico, Colorado, Florida, No. Carolina, Ohio, Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire and Vermont. And Pete Jantzi 
our OP math teacher and ass’t football and his wife joined us as well.         	
	 We remembered the 48 Classmates who were no longer with us and 
those who were unable to attend. However, the weekend was full of great 
memories and stories with the hope of having an annual, informal get-
together in the upcoming years.

Submitted by Ron McEwan

OP GRAD - NEW AUTHOR
JENNIFER BEE (PIATKOWSKI), an Orchard Park, 
Class of 1990, appeared at The Bookworm bookstore in 
East Aurora in December to sign copies of her Christmas 
novel, “The Killing Carol: An Anna Greenan Mystery”.  
The book is the first in a three-book series.  After she mar-
ried, she moved to the Letchworth State Park area, where 
she found inspiration for “The Killing Carol” amid the 
small town charm.  today, she resides near the Blue ridge 
Mountains in Virginia, but still calls Western New York her 
home.
Published by Level Best Books, “The Killing Carol: An 
Anna Greenan Mystery” is available in paperback and e-
book on Amazon and wherever boooks are sold.		
	 Excerpted from the Orchard Park Bee
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CRAIG WOLFLEY, CLASS OF 1976:  Orchard Park, Syr-
acuse and NFL Lineman.  Craig Wolfley was an outstanding 
athlete at Orchard Park HS (1972-75) where he won numerous 
honors in football and was highly recruited to Syracuse Uni-
versity where he played as an offensive lineman from 1976-
79.  He had an outstanding collegiate career for the Orange 
and was named to several All-East and All-America teams. He 
was named a member of Syracuse’s All-Century Team in 2000 
along with such stars as Jim Brown, Larry Csonka, Daryl John-
ston, Art Monk and Donovan McNabb.
Wolfley was a fifth-round NFL draft choice of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers in 1980. He played left guard (and sometimes offensive 
tackle) for the Steelers from 1980-89, starting 102 of 129 regu-
lar season games. He ended his 12-year NFL career after play-
ing two seasons with the Minnesota Vikings (1990-91).
Craig has remained active in pro football by serving as the 
sideline reporter for many years on the Steelers’ flagship radio 
station. He also co-hosts a daily radio talk show with former 
Steeler Tunch Ilkin on ESPN Radio 970 in Pittsburgh.
Ten years after retiring from the NFL, Craig became a profes-
sional boxer and lost a four round bout to Eric “Butterbean” 
Esch.  A life-long proponent of physical fitness, he also holds a 
black belt in Jujitsu.
Wolfley and his wife Faith are owners of the Wolfpack Boxing 
Club in Bridgeville, PA where they teach boxing, martial arts 
and other athletics.
__________________________________________________

BROTHERS ARE IN GREATER BUFFALO SPORTS HALL OF FAME
RONALD P. WOLFLEY, Class of 1981:  Ron Wolfley grew up in 
Orchard Park and was a three-sport star at Orchard Park High before 
transferring to Frontier where he had an outstanding senior season 
in football and earned all-league honors.  He earned a scholarship to 
West Virginia University and went on to become a part-time starter 
at running back and an excellent special teams performer for the first 
three years, before assuming the starting running back position as a 
senior.  He was selected in the fourth round of the 1985 NFL draft 
by the St. Louis Cardinals where he became known for his fearless 
special teams play that allowed him to compete in four straight AFC-
NFC Pro Bowls from 1986-89.

Wolfley became a free agent in 1992 and signed with the Cleveland 
Browns for two seasons. He returned to St. Louis in 1994 to play one 
season with the Rams before retiring from the NFL.  He is proud to 
be the only player to have played in St. Louis for both the Cardinals 
and the Rams.

Ron lives in Phoenix where he owns a restaurant, Wolfley’s Neigh-
borhood Grill, and also co-hosts an afternoon, drive-time radio sports 
show on KTAR in Phoenix.  He serves as the color analyst for the Ar-
izona Cardinals radio network with veteran sportscaster Dave Pasch.
______________________________________________________

OP GRAD WINS ‘BAKING IMPOSSIBLE’ 
COMPETITION ON NETFLIX

SARA  SCHONOUR-Class of 2002, was the first winner of the 
new series on Netflix called “Baking Impossible’, where they com-
bine a baker and an engineer and call the team - Bakineers.  The 
teams compete in designing edible creations that must survive en-
gineering stress tests. Thruout the 8 episodes of the first season, the 
Bakineer teams competed and the final winner won $100,00 at the 
conclusion of the show.  Sara graduated from a 5 year program in 
structural engineering in 2007 from Penn State.  After graduation 
from Penn State, Sara moved to Boston, and worked for Cannon-
Design for 14 yearsand started and led it’s LIghting Studio.  She 
now works at a start-up, Lytei.  Specifically, she focuses on creative 
direction, educaiton and project management for the company.  
Baking Impossible’s casting team reached out to her by email in 
March and the show premiered on October 6, 2021. When she real-
ized it was a real invite and not a ‘hoax’, she flew to California for 
the competition that debuted in October.  Each week, the teams are 
presented with a different challenge.  The judges range from astro-
physicists to former Great British Bake Off comestants. 
Sara’s partner was Rodolfo, a fan favorite. He pushed he out of 
her comfort zone and to think boldly.  They did not knowthe dtails 
of each challenge ahead of time but the pair’s mutual respect for 
each other helped their collaboration be successful. “I’m far more 
talented as a cook where I can be spontaneous with my creations 
and pivot when I need to andnstill save a dis,” she said. “Bur, I 
have great respect for bakers because of their inherent knowledge 
of chemistry and the crazy things that happen in an oven.” “The 
whole thing seems like a fantasy when I look back.” Whe  asked for 
advice: “We can often be ouw own worst critics and worst friend. 
Over the past few years I learned I needed to retrain my brain and 
become my own best friend and greatest cheerleader, and I’ve found 
that most of the limits I though existed, only existed in my mind.  My 
advice would be to take time to find and follow the things that grab 
you, and when they do, don’t be afraid to go for it. You will probably 
surprise yourself with where you land...I sure did.”

Excerpted from Wikipedia article.

CLASS OF ‘74 - MINI REUNION
Every year, OP ‘74 and friends get together in FL, alternating 
between the coasts, for a gathering of friends from Orchard Park. 
This year’s party was held March 19, 2022, at Caddy’s Beach 
Club in Treasure Island. Those attending were snowbirds, FL 
residents and classmates coming down to FL for a vacation with 
OP friends. Food, drinks, sunshine and fun with friends makes 
for a great time! Next year’s event will be 3/18/23 on either the 
Atlantic coast or central FL. Hope you can join us! 

Among those attending were Theresa Schmitt Hershiser, John 
(& Sue) Bedford, Mary Haley (&John Lindsey) Pinter, Sandie 
Smith Studd, MaryAnn Caserta Suda, Sheila Clugston Ference, 
Kelly Kaiser, Michelle Mutka Nickerson, Tom Graham, Laura 
Podkulski, Sandy (& Dan) Panfill Saunders, Joe Moran, Sue 
Nixol Moran, Harry Weiland, Lynn Hayes Polk, Kim Roberts, 
Jim Poirier, Gary Ross, and Sue & Doc Crotty.
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