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 NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Rae Ann Fix Reese, Class of 1956

Please check the rostr to be sure your 
information is correct, and contact me 
if it’s not.  If you DO NOT want your 
phone # and/or email address included 
in the roster, be sure to tell me.  If ev-
erythingis good, you can tell me that 
too...then I am a Happy Camper.

NOTICE:  I WOULD APPRECIATE 
IT IF THOSE MEMBERS WHO 
ARE CLASS LIAISONS WOULLD 
SEND ME THEIR E-MAIL AD-
DRESSES SO IF I NEED TO CON-
TACT THEM...I CAN.

REMINDER:  I depend on YOU to 
keep me informed of things happening 
in your lives and that of your Class-
mates, ie:  engagements, marriages, 
new babies, jobs etc., and also...if a 
Classmate passes away.  I have learned 
it’s important to most people to know 
when a Classmate has passed away...
just call me or email me...even if there 
has been a passage of time.   

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY ME 
WHEN YOU CHANGE ADDRESS-

ES, EMAIL &/OR PHONE #’s

ORCHARD PARK
ALUMNI ASSOC

    SPRING 2021

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL
MISSION - GUIDING PRINCIPLES - GOALS

WE WILLGIVE OUR STUDENTS THE VISION TO REACH FOR THE STARS.
THE SKILLS AND FORTITUDE TO CLIMB THE LADDER.

AND THE WISDOM TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF THE JOURNEY.
_________________________________________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO RENEW YOUR

ALUMNI ASSOCIA-
TION MEMBERSHIP.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
$10 per year - EACH Year
by/before JUNE 30th  OR 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
for a One Time cost of $150.

OUR SCHOOL’s
ANTI-BULLYING PLEDGE

1. We Will not bully others.
2. We Will help students who are bulied.
3. We Will include students who are left    	
     out.
4. If somebody is being bullied, we Will 	
     tell an adult at school and an adult at   	
     home.

Dear OP Alumni and Friends - During the past year of extraordinary circumstances with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we want to call special attention to the leadership and service of Super-
intendent of Orchard Park Central School District, Matthew P. McGarrity, on the occasion of 
his retirement on June 30, 2021. 

In a press release announcing his retirement, McGarrity was lauded for having “facilitated a 
strong and trusting relationship in the school community by providing transparency in com-
munications with staff, parents and the community during his time as superintendent, which 
has resulted in a 100% passing rate of school budgets and facilities votes.”   		        

Board of Education President Christine Gray-Tinnesz commented, “He is a leader with the ut-
most integrity and supports an open and honest dialogue while working with all constituents. 
His greatest accomplishment is continually having the best interest of students at the forefront 
of every decision he makes.” 

On behalf of the Orchard Park Alumni Association, we also appreciate all of the accomplish-
ments and best wishes for Superintendent McGarrity for a well-deserved and 		
enjoyable retirement. He was a supporter of the Alumni Association’s activi-			 
ties and was always approachable for conversations. We look forward to 			 
working with the new superintendent after the district’s search, which begins 		
July 1, 2021. 

Sincerely, Karen Myers-Hackem, Class of 1975
OP Alumni Association President
_________________________________________________________________________
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MEMORIAMS  MEMORIAMS  MEMORIAMS

Indicates a former member of 
Military or Law Enforcement

From time to time I am made aware of the 
passing of someone connected to OPHS and 
when I do, I will post a Memorial for them, 
even though some time has passed.	__________________________________

RUTH HAAS MAYS, Class of 1947 was 
predeceased by her Husband.  She is sur-
vived by 3 Sons, 1 Daughter, 7 Grandchil-
dren, 1 GreatGrandchild, 1 Sister-RITA 
WIDMAN,Class of ‘49, other Relatives 
and Friends.

ELIZABETH D. BARNES, Class of 2006 
was predeceased by her Mother.  She was 
survived by her Father, Brother-BRIAN-
Class of ‘09, other Relatives and Friends.

CAROLYN ANN MULDOON, Class of 
1964 was predeceased by her Father and 
Mother.  She is survived by her twin Sis-
ter CORRINE McKINNEY-Class of ‘64, 2 
Brothers: ARTHUR-Class of ‘67, GARY-
Class of ‘69, 1 other Sister-BARBARA 
PUROL-Class unknown, other Relatives 
and Friends.

MARK WILLIAMS, Class of 1982 was 
predeceased by his Father, 2 Brothers.  He 
is survived by 1 Son, 2 Grandchildren, 1 
Sister JENNIFER-Class of ‘09, his Mother, 
other Relaties and Friends.

ROBERT LOWMAN, Class of 1975 is 
survived by Relatives and Friends.  No 
other information is available.

DEBBY PADLO GRAMZA, Class of 
1974 was predeceased by her Sister-DON-
NA LONGO-Class of ‘70.  She is survived 
by her Husband, 1 Daughter, 1 Son, 1 Sistr-
SHIELA-Class of ‘80, other Relatives and 
Friends.

FORREST ‘SKIP’ VREELAND, Class 
of 1961            is survived by his Wife, 
1 Son, 1 Daughter, 9 Grandchildren, 2 
GreatGrandcildren, 1 Sister-NANCY 
RACINOWSKI-Class of ‘58, 1 Brother-
ROBERT-Class of ‘67, other Relatives and 
Friends.

JOHN M. CLARK, DDS-Class of 1951 
was predeceased by his Sister JANET 
WARDEIN-Class of ‘56.  He is survived 
by his Wife, 3 Daughters, 7 Grandchildren,
other Relatives and Friends.

CARLENE E. MOHR SLOAN-Class of 
1960 is survived by her Husband, 1 Son, 
1 Daughter, 1 Sister-WENDY TABONE-
Class of ‘63, 3 Grandchildren, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

PAMELA RADWAN SHIELDS-Class of 
1977 was survived by 2 sons, 2 Daughters, 
her Mother, 2 sisters: PAULETTE GAN-
DEL-Class of ‘75, PATRICIA WILLIE-
Class of ‘80, 1 GrandDaughter, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

HAROLD F. MEYER, Class of 1950 was 
predeceased by 4 Sisters: ELLEN HART-
MANS-Class of ‘50 and 3 others.  He is 
survived by his Wife MARGARET JOHN-
STON MEYER-Class of ‘51, 2Daugh-
ters: BARBARA GRUCZA-Class of ‘72, 
CAROL GRUCZA-Class of ‘74, 1 Son-
ROBERT-Class of ‘79, 6 Grandchildren, 
3 GreatGrandchildren, 1 Sister-PATRICIA 
PERRY-Class of ‘53, other Relatives and 
Friends.

BERNADINE BAYUSE MANN-Class 
of 1955 was predeceased by  1 Sister-
ROSEMARY ROBARE-Class of ‘52.  She 
is survived by  3 Sons, 9 Grandchildren, , 
1 Brother-JOHN-Class of ‘61, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

DIANE DURANT JAKEL, Class of 1966 
is survived by 2 Daughters: DENISE 
JAKEL-Class of ‘85, DEE JAKELClass 
of ‘88, 5 Grandchildren, former Husband 
DOUG JAKEL-Class of ‘61, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

PAUL HARP-Class of 1961 is survived by 
his Wife, 1 Son, 1 Daaughter, 5 Grandchil-
dren, other Relatives and Friends.

JOANNE CHRISTOPHER LANG, 
Class of 1961 was predeceased by 1 Broth-
er: JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER III,.  She is 
survived by her Husband DAVID LANG-
cLASS OF ‘61, 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 4 Grand-
children, 1 Sister SUSAN PFISTER-Class 
unknown, other Relatives and Friends.

ROBERT E. BIALKOWSKI-Class of 
2020 was predeceased by 1 Sister.  He is 
survived by his Parents, 5 Sisters: JESSI-
CA -Class of ‘03, AMANDA-Class of ‘05, 
and 3 others, 2 Brothers, other Relatives 
and Friends.

MARION ST. MARTIN ALLEN, Class 
of 1955 was predeceased by her Husband.  
She is survived by 1 son, 1 Daughter, 3 
Grandchildren, 2 Sisters:SHIRLEY KET-
TERER-Class of ‘56, 1 other Sister and 1 
Brother, other Relatives and Friends.

NANCY W. ACKERMAN-Alumni As-
sociation Member and Supporter of 
Orchard Park School District. She  is 
survived by her Husband, 1 Son-DAVID-
Class of ‘87, 1 Daughter-KATHRYN 
BORCHERDING-Class of ‘90, 7 Grand-
children, 1 Sister, other Relatives and 
Friends.

CYNTHIA SNYDER CARLSON-Class 
of 1969 was predeceased by 1 Brother-
JAMES-Class of ‘66.  She is survived by 
1 Daughter-AMY STEAR-Class of ‘92, 
2 Sons: JAMES-Class of ‘96, ROBERT-
Class of ‘98, 7 Grandchildren, 1 Sister-
LINDA DAUM-Class of ‘65, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

JOHN E. “JACK” HOYLER, Class of 
1955 was predeceased by Brother-LEON-
ARD-Class unknown.  He is survived by 
his Wife, 3 Brothers:  RICHARD-Class of 
‘57, LARRY-Class of ‘62, RONALD-Class 
inknown, other Relatives and Friends. 

MILLICENT ‘PENNY’ CLARY KU-
HANECK, Class of 1974 is survived by 
her Husband FRAN-Class of ‘74, 1 son, 
1 Daughter, 2 Sisters-COLLEEN-Class 
of ‘76, BARBARA LUDWIG-Class un-
known, other Relatives and Friends.

JUDY CZACHOROWSKI KRYSZAK-
Class of 1957 was predeceased by 1 
Daughter.  She is survived by her Husband, 
3 Daughters, 1 Son, Grandchildren, other 
Relatives and Friends.

MARTIN ‘MARTY’ O’SHEA-Class 
of 1957 is survived by his Wife, 2 Sons, 
2 Daughters, 12 Grandchildren, 9 Great-
Grandchildren, other Relatives and Friends.

JOHN M. ’JACK’ GALLAGHER-
Class of 1958 was predeceasaed by 1 Son 
PARICK and 1 Brother-WILLIAM-Class 
of ‘62.  He is survived by his Wife, 6 Chil-
dren inc. JOHN B.-Class of ‘79, 7 Grand-
children, 5 Siblings: GEORGE-Class of 
‘57, KATHY SHEFFER-Class of ‘63, 
RAYMOND-Class of ‘66, COLLEEN 
CONNELL-Class of ‘67, MICHAEL-
Class of -73, other Relatives and Friends.

RICHARD J. DIMITROFF, Class of 
1967           is predeceased by 2 Sisters: 
WANDA CARNEY-Class of ‘54, HELEN-
Class unknown.  He is survived by his Wife 
CINDY HUNTER DIMITROFF-Class 
of’67, 2 Sons, 1 Grandchild, 3 Brothrs: 
CHESTER-Class of ‘57, JAMES-Class of 
‘61, JOHN-Class of ‘64, other Relatives 
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CLASS LIAISONS
1947 - MARY ANN GRAVIUS
1948 - RUTH MURPHY MORROW
1949 - RITA HAAS WIDMAN
1951 - BARBARA BROTT MYERS
1953 - JOSEPH EISENRIED
1955 - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
1956 - RAE ANN FIX REESE and 
  MARJORIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ	
1957 - ALICE MARQUART and
            JOYCE ROSENOW DIMITROFF
1958 - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON
1959 - RONNIE LOVE MAREAN
1960 - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT
1961 - GAIL SCHUELER KEDZIERSKI
1962 - TOM WEBBER, BRIAN BARNEY &
            MARY ANN JENDRYSEK CREAN
1963 - RICH NASSOIY and 			
            H. JOHN MARKULIS
1964 - CAROL HUPKOWICZ HARTWELL
1965 - MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS
1966 - JOHN SCHRODER
1967 - BARBARA VAYO CORDELL
1968 - PAM HINEMAN CAPUZZO
1969 - LINDA HINEMAN CAMPBELL
1972 - SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT
1973 - VICKIE CLARK WARHOL
1974 - MARY ANN CASERTA SUDA
1975 - GRANT BREKKE
1977 - CHERYL DAY McKINNEY
1978 - LINDA MAUL BABCOCK
1979 - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
1981 - LYNN EMMINGER
1983 - TRACY JANOWSKI TODARO
1985 - DAVID LACEY
1989 - RICHAELLE HARRIS REY
2008 - JESSICA GROGAN

If your class is not listed above, that 
is because no one in your class has 
stepped up to take on this osition.  It’s 
not a difficult job.  When it’s time 
for your  Class reunion, or any Class 
event, the Liaison’s job is to inform 
someone on the Alumni Association 
Board.  THAT’S ALL!
...Also, keep us informed when you 
learn of a classmate’s passing or other 
important happenings in yur lives...

Please consider this and contact one of 
the officers to tell us that you will be 
the Liaison for your Class.

WE NEED MORE MEMBERS 
AND LIAISON’S FOR THIS 
CENTURY’S CLASSES TOO.
----------------------------
Please think about this and Please, 

Tell Your Friends/Classmates

NEW MEMBER FORM
PLEASE PRINT

NAME:_______________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________

_____________________________________
Town                                               State             Zip

_______________________________________________
Maiden Name		           Grad. Year

_______________________________________________
E-Mail Address

_______________________________________________
One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your 
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

*************************************

If You are willing to be a Liaison for your 
Class Please fill out and include this next form

ALUMNI  LIAISON Please Print

NAME:_______________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________

_____________________________________

___________________________________
Town			   State	   Zip

_____________________________________
Maiden Name		        Grad. Year

_____________________________________
E-Mail Address

_____________________________________
One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your 
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

Please make ALL checks payable to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION  and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127

Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know About the Alumni 

Associaiton:
The Association has been chartered for 
the purpose of a link for all Alumni fo 
the Orchard Park School System to each 
other. It is you alumni, who will make it 
grow and prosper. The Officers are the 
core of this organization but you, the 
Members, are the true reason for our 
‘being’.  
      Membershop is $10. per year, and is 
open to anyone who has an interest in the 
school whether it is as an attendee, grad-
uate, teacher, sstaff member, parent of a 
Student...OR a one time cost of $150. for 
a Lifetime membership.  Your dues also 
go towards supporting our Scholarships.
      We publish a newsletter twice a year, 
Spring and fall,and would appreciate any 
and all information that you can send to 
us about events with your classes, the 
passing of Classmates, Births, Anniver-
saries or anything you would like to share 
with others.  Another very Important part 
of the Alumni Association are the Liai-
sons for each and every class.  We need 
you to assist us with important informa-
tion for your class.  Please complete the 
form on this page and become a Liaison 
for our Class.  It is our only link to your 
class.  Please make ALL checks payable 
to:  ORCHARD PARK ALUNI ASSOCIA-
TION  and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127

Please be susre to notify us of any
CHANGE OF LAST NAME AND/OR

ADDRESS PHONE, E-MAIL ETC.

ALUMNI  ASSOC. OFFICERS

PRES. KAREN MYERS, CLASS OF 1975
  978-502-6218- karen@klmyers.com

PAST PRES. JOAN BACHERT LITWIN
716-662-5701 - Class of 1955

joanlitwin@mail

SCHOLARSHIP CHMN. AL SAGER 
Class of 1958 - 716-662-9413 OR 

alnsue99@yahoo.com

TREASURER JESSICA GROGAN
716-982-1428 - Class of 2008

csagrogan@gmail.com

SEC’Y/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
RAE ANN FIX REESE

716-822-8869 - Class of 1956
rreese56@roadrunner.com
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MEMORIAMS
Note from Editor:  I need People to under-
stand that the only names I place here are 
the ones I am notified about or know of per-
sonally.  If You know of someonethat passes 
away, who attend OPHS, please notifuy me 
and if possible give me at least their Class 
year (if you know it).  I have a “Yearbook” I 
can consult but the only names there are for 
the people who took the time to fill out the 
forms and return the paperwork.  There are 
people I know that attended our school but 
they are not in that book.  If you can give 
me survivor information too, that would be 
appreciated.  There is not always an obitu-
ary notice in the paper or online to get this 
information from, so I don’t always have it 
(as you may see in a notice here from time 
to time). If they had been in the Military 
or Law Enforcement, please tell me that 
too, so I can place a Flag with their notice.                  

I appreciate your assistance with this.
	 Thank You - Rae Ann.
__________________________________

ALAN S. JORDAN, Class of 1974 is sur-
vived by his Wife ANN BOYER JORDAN-
Class of ‘64, 1 Daughter JENNIFER-Class 
of 2000, 4 Grandchildren, 1 Brother, 1 Sis-
ter, other Relatives and Friends.

MARIE WOLFF WILLARD, Class of 
1953.  She was predeceased by her Hus-
band GEORGE F.-Class of ‘50, 1 Sister 
WANDA BACHERT-Class of ‘61.  She 
is survived by 2 Sons: ROBERT-Class of 
‘81, JOHN-Class of ‘82, 3 Grandchildren, 
2 GreatGrandchildren, other Relatives and 
Friends.

GAYLE BOORMAN ROGALSKI, 
Class  of 1949 is survived by her Husband 
DANIEL-Class of 56, 3 Sons, Grandchil-
dren, other Relatives and Friends.

THOMAS B. ECKL, Class of 1962 was 
predeceased by Brother JOHN-Class of 
‘48. 2 Sisters: DORIS HOFFOWER-Class 
of ‘46, JOAN RHODES-Class of ‘51.  He 
is survived by Brother DALE ECKL-Class 
of ‘56, other Relatives and Friends.

JUDITH A. CZACHORAWSKI 
KRYSZAK, Class of 1957 was prede-
ceased by her Husband , 1 Daughter.  She 
is survived by 3 Daughters, 1 Son, 1 Sis-
ter, Grandchildren, other Relatives and 
Friends.  

OP GRAD MOVES UP IN 
TENNIS WORLD

KARLIE HOLLINS, Class of 2013, has 
returned to Daemen College tennis pro-
gram as assistant coach.  As a prep star 
at OPHS, she won an individual sectional 
championship and two more in doubles, 
making her a three-time state tournament 
qualifier.  
Karlie was a three-year letter winner for the 
Daemen Wildcats, competing from 2014 
to 2017.  She played at No. 1 singles and 
doubles and accumulated a combined 57 
singles and doubles victories in her Dae-
men career, a total that ranked second in 
program history at the time of her gradua-
tion.  She currently ranks 4th in combined 
wins, 5th in singles wins (27), and 3rd in 
doubles wins (30) among the program’s 
all-time leaderin singles winning percent-
age (.509).
Now that her collegiate career is over, she 
has entered the coaching world.  She has 
been a teaching pro at Miller Tennis Center,  
the indoor home of Daemen tennis, where 
she works with individuals from age 3 to 
adults.  She was also appointed as the girls 
varsity tennis coach at Lancaster HS this 
past fall.
“We are very excited to welcome Kari Hol-
lins to our Daemen College coaching staff,” 
said head coach Jesse Plote.  “Karlie has 
been a No. 1 player during the 3 years she 
attended Daemen college and will bring a 
wealth of experience to the program.  I look 
forward to having Karli work with both the 
men’s and women’s tennis teams.”

      
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

__________________________________

MEMORIAMS
WILLIAM J. BARREN, Class of 1969 
was predeceased by 1 Brother-ROBERT-
Class of ‘76.  He is survived by his Wife, 
2 Brothers: MICHAEL-Class of ‘70, 
DANIEL-Class of ‘79, other Relatives and 
Friends.

ROBERT BERRIGAN, Class of 1974 is 
survived by 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 1 Granchild, 
1 Brother-WILLIAM-Class of ‘71, other 
Relatives and Friends.

GARY BROWN, Class of 1964 was pre-
deceased by 1 Sister-DONNA FITZSIM-
MONS, Class unknown.  He is survived by 
his Wife-SALLY RUNDLE BROWN-Class 
of ‘66, 4 Sons, 2 Daughters, 5 Grandchil-
dren, 2 Brothers: RAYMOND-Class of ‘54, 
DONALD-Class of 58, 1 Sister-BEVERLY 
SUNICK-Class of ‘54, other Relatives and 
Friends.

GORDON SHEFFER              Class of 1953 
was predeceased by 2 Sisters: MARGARET 
HOLMES-Class of ‘47, ALMA ROMINE-
Class of ‘54, 1 Brother-RONALD-Class un-
known.  He is survived by his Wife KATH-
LEEN GALLAGHER SHEFFER-Class of 
‘63, 3 Daughters, 1 son, 11 Grandchildren, 
other Relatives and Friends.

FRANCIS BOGACZ            Class of 1955
was predeceased by 1 Brother-EUGENE-
Class of ‘68.  He is survived by his Wife, 
1 Son, 2 Grandchildren, 1 Sister-MARTHA 
LOTOCKI-Class of ‘55, 1 Brother-AN-
THONY-Class of ‘61, other Relatives and 
Friends.
___________________________________

Indicates a former member of 
Military or Law Enforcement

 ANNUAL JOINT       
CLASS  REUNION

The Reunion is open to ALL OPHS 
Graduates and their friends. Spon-
sored by Classes of the 60's and 70's.

Quaker Days are the 28th thru the 
31st of July in Orchard Park--IF the 

Events are held this year.     

The Reunion, if held, would likely be 
Friday the 30th of July 2021. Venue 
will have TBD.  Please stay in touch 
with your Reunion Class Liaison for 
more info. Hopefully we can have the 
Event this year although it may not be 
until July before we know for sure. 
Class of 60 and 70 reps to the Reunion 
committee will have more info  and 
reach out to their classmates if the 

Event can be held this year.

2020 FALL DEAN’S LIST con’t.

The ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY  has named the follow-
ing Orchard Park residents to the Dean’s 
list for the 2020 Fall semester:
BRENDEN JEZUIT, CALVIN CLARK, 
MAEVE WRIGHT, ADAM COLTON, 
ERIC FALCONE, ZACHARY MECCA, 
JAN BERTULFO, JARED ALBERT, NA-
THAN, CASTILLOUX, JEFF, PHILLIPS, 
JOSEPH EVEN, KRISTEN ZABLONSKI, 
JAMIE GALLOWAY, JULIA THOMAS, 
JORDAN O’BRIEN, BEN STUHR, CAIT-
LYN CYREK, JILLIAN WARNES, EVE 

McMULLEN, BRYCE MATEER

GOOD JOB - ALL!
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SCHOLARSHIP  REPORT
Al Sager, Class of 1958, Scholarship Chairman

While 2020 was an extremely difficult year for high school students and the entire Orchard Park school community, the 
Alumni Scholarship program made awards to seven very deserving graduates. 

Two essays on their initial impressions of college life are included in the newsletter. They are by Melanie Mingle, who is 
attending the University of Buffalo and Alexis Zawadski, a student at SUNY Morrisville. They will give you a frank insight 
as to what these fine young people were up against in their first year of college. In the fall issue we will be able to include 
essays from Sam Hellert, who is at Buffalo State and Zach Graulich, a student at John Carroll University. We wish to extend 
our thanks to these OP graduates for taking the time to share their experiences with us.

Our 2021 program is set with five scholarships to be awarded. They are being provided by the O’Grady family in memory 
of Mary Kay O’Grady Wolfe (Class of 1956), by Millicent Handel Wilson  (Class of 1958)  and Geoffrey Handel (Class of 
1964) in memory of their father, former school superintendent Elmer Handel and by Jim LeMessurier (Class of 1964) and 
John “Bucky” LeMessurier (Class of 1958) in honor of their brother Marc.  

The alumni treasury will be providing two $500 scholarships. Funds for these scholarships are available from donations 
made by the Class of 1956 and by Mary Lynn (Johnson) Rourke (Class of 1959).

Scholarship applications from the seniors are due in the high school guidance office on Monday, March 29.  We have until 
until Thursday, May 20 to inform the guidance office of the winners.  We will not be able to conduct interviews with the 
students as was true last year.

This is the twenty-fourth year of the Alumni Scholarship program, which began as part of the OP school’s 1998 Year of Ex-
cellence celebration. This year’s scholarships total $4,000 and will bring the total of scholarships awarded to $59,750 since 
the inception of our program.

The Orchard Park Pride Dinner, which honors outstanding seniors will not be held this year.

It was not held last year. The students selected will be honored via a virtual presentation along with a gift and certificate. The 
students will be featured in the Orchard Park Bee in the spring. The Alumni Association will make a nominal contribution as 
will other community groups to help fund the gifts. We will again be listed as a sponsor.

Please consider donating $500 over a five-year period to become a member of the Alumni Century Club.  Donations in any 
amount are always welcome.  All contributions are tax deductible and may be sent to the following address:

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  							     
P.O. BOX 928 													           
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TREASURER’S REPORT:
In these uncertain times we appreciate your con-
tinued support of the Alumni Association. As 
of 15 of March 2021, we have $16,915 of cash.  
Please note that we count on the annual Alumni 
contributions as well as the contributions from 
generous individuals and class fundraising ac-
tivities  to maintain a strong organization which 
is able to provide various scholarships to Or-
chard Park students. We hope that you will con-
tinue to support our organization which allows 
the students of Orchard Park the opportunity to 
experience higher education.

Thanks - Jessica Grogan

STUDENTS NAMED ON 2020 DEAN’S LIST
ZACHARY SCHWARTZ & ALEXIS ZAWADSKI - SUNY MORRISVILLE

EMERY BAUN, BRANDON BEUSEHABER, MAGGIE SCANLON - 
LeMOYNE COLLEGE

LILLIAN SULLIVAN - ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY

ELIZABETH HUGHES - ST. JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY

BEATRICE CHROSOSER - LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY

BRYCE SCHREINER, EMILIA KAMIS, JACK WATSON,  JACKSON BO-
RAS, LILY FANNERY, MADISON PERRY - PRESIDENT’S LIST  AT 

MIAMI UNIVERSITY

ABBY GRABER, BEN LEWIS, NYAH WINIEWICZ - MIAMI UNIVERSITY

CLAIRE DEUSCHLE - UNIVERSITY OF TAMPA
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SPRING 2021

Whenever you begin to question or doubt who you are,  or your own worth, or your purpose...always remember:  “You are enough...
You don’t need another person, place or thing to make you whole.  God already did that.  Your job is to know it.” - Maya Angelou

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“BE KINDER THAN NECESSARY, FOR EVERYONE YOU MEET IS FIGHTING SOME KIND OF BATTLE” --unknown

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERS
JENNIE ADAMS - THOMAS D. ALCORN - CHRISTOPHER S. BEALE - JENNIFER MARKULIS BERKE

PATRICIA McCARTHY BENNINGHOFF - GEORGE BIGENWALD - NANCY STEIGER BRASWELL - SUSAN BRAY- MARY BRILL - JON BRITAIN 
SALLY RUNDLE BROWN - NANCY BURNS - ALBERT COOLEY III -  BARBARA CORDELL  - JAMES DUNN  
BERT DUNN & MARY KELLY DUNN - ROGER W. DURANT - VICTORIA D’ANGELO - CAROLE L. DWYER 

DALE ECKL & SHIRLEY ROSENTHAL ECKL - TIMOTHY FINLEY - CAROL APEL FRIDMANN - GARY GATES - LISA SCHNORR GEIER 
KAREN KABEL GINGHER - JESSICA GROGAN  -  DONALD DOMINIC GUSTAFERRO - CLAUDIA HAMILTON - PHYLLIS HARTLOFF 

WILLIAM J. HEICHBERGER - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT -  - FRANCIS HOGANKAMP & SANDRA HOGANKAMP
RICK JENNINGS - LAURIE WARNING KITCHEN - MARGIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ -  JOHN LAURIE - JAMES LeMESSURIER - DON LAKS  

RAY LAKS - JO ELLEN LANG - CAROL O’CONNOR LINK - JOAN BACHERT LITWIN - ELAINE WILK MALONEY 
H. JOHN MARKULIS - BLANCHE McGIVERON - JOHN J. MILLS - BARBARA MILLER -  GLORIA HARTLOFF MILLER - TOM MORROW 

MARTHA MUCK - KAREN MYERS-HACKEM - RICHARD E. NASSOIY - A. DAVID NIXON - COLLEN O’CONNOR(-WALKER)
KAREN PARIS - DAVID A. PETRILLO - DIANE R. PISCOPO  - DAVID PETERS & MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS - RAE ANN FIX REESE 

FRANK RINGQUIST  - MARY LYNN JOHNSON ROURKE  - DAVID SCHWEDT - JOAN SPENCER - RICHARD STEEL - CAROL YOUNG STRUCK 
MARY ANN CASSERTA SUDA - RICHARD SULLIVAN - SCOTT M. SUROWIEC - JEFFREY SWARTZ - KATHLEEN KAMM SWARTZ

CHARLES STODDART - CAROL BELURGI THORNTON - JAMES STELLRECHT  & SUSAN ERRINGTON STELLRECHT 
SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT - MARTHA VARGO - JUDITH D’ANGELO VASSIE - THOMAS WEBBER

GEORGE WALLACE & TERRY O’GRADY WALLACE - MARGARET CURRAN WATROUS -  JACKIE LAUDISO WAZNY   
BONNIE MAUL WINKLER - RITA HAAS WIDMAN - KAREN NAREAU WIEBE - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON - MARILYN WOLF ZENTZ
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMORIAM - A. WATSON BRAY - NORMA GEITTER - THOMAS KABEL - RICHARD J. KLISIEWICZ - NANCY BEAL HOCH
PENELOPE ARBER LYONS - GAIL NEHR O’CONNOR  - PAUL SWEET -  ALBERT SWARZ SR. - ROBERT ZENTZ

NAN ACKERMAN
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF COLLEGE
MELANIE MINGLE – Class of 2020 – The winner of the Albert 
Marcus LeMessurier Memorial Grant describes her first semester at 
the University of Buffalo.
My initial impression of college life is that it has definitely been 
different than for previous freshmen. Considering COVID – 19 and 
all the new restrictions, college in general aka “zoom university” 
has been different than prior years.  I currently live at home and 
commute to school when I have an in-person class, which is not too 
often. I am majoring in biomedical sciences on the pre-med track at 
the Jacobs School of Medicine at the University of Buffalo. At first, 
college was very intimidating because it was a new school with dif-
ferent expectations than I was used to. 
Most of my classes are online, remote zooms. Adapting to a new 
style of learning is never easy and takes some time to find what 
works best for you.  My first semester was a little rough at first try-
ing to adapt to the increase in workload, difficult classes, along with 
trying to learn through my computer. Although it took a little time, 
by the end of the semester I found study tips and learning guides that 
worked for me.  Setting an organized schedule, asking questions and 
reviewing coursework as I was learning it made a huge difference 
on my academics.
With some adjusting, college life is an exciting time.  I especially 
like the new freedoms it brings along, although there are a lot of 
restrictions considering COVID.  With freedom comes responsibil-
ity, which I think I have handled well. Making sure you have all the 
assignments completed before the lectures and turning everything in 
on time without constant reminders forces you to become extremely 
organized.

Meeting friends is something I have struggled with. With my classes 
being online it is harder to make connections with new people. For-
tunately, I have joined GroupMe group chats and messaged some 
classmates, which opened the window to start making new relation-
ships. Everyone has been super friendly and willing to help with 
questions about assignments, due dates, study tips, etc. I have met a 
few friends that I really enjoy spending time with on the weekends 
as well. 
Overall, I am really enjoying my first year at college.  I like the new 
topics and classes I am in and the freedom and responsibility.  It is a 
freol with new friends, professors, and experiences. 

 
______________________________________________________

ALEXIS ZAWADZKI – Class of 2020 – The winner of the 
Mary Kay O’Grady Wolfe (Class of ‘56) Memorial Scholarship 
describes her first semester at SUNY Morrrisville. 

           An Optimistic Outlook on Getting an Education                             	
                                 During a Pandemic			
 Hello! My name is Alexis Zawadzki and I graduated from Or-
chard Park High School in 2020.  I was very fortunate and my 
hard work paid off rather quickly when I was granted permis-
sion to graduate in January, rather than June. Only a few short 
months later everything I loved doing, hanging out with friends, 
going to the movie theater, attending concerts, and essentially, 
just leaving the house for my sanity was stripped from me due to 
a pandemic sweeping the nation. I did not mind quarantine un-
like my rather selfish counterparts and savored this time to work 
on myself.  I would see a few friends here and there, but I spent 
most of my time on my lonesome. 	
In June, I was officially enrolled to become a full- time student at 
SUNY Morrisville, and considering I spent the last few months 
cooped up at home, I could not wait. SUNY Morrrisville is a 
rather small SUNY school, having less than 3,000 students and 
located in Central New York, and despite this, there were still 
many restrictions in place to prevent the spread of COVID – 19. 
I followed every protocol, every rule to the best of my ability 
because I frankly just wanted to get my education that I worked 
oh so very hard for.
Morrisville is the only college in the nation that has a feder-
al grant to grow cannabis, and it is very hard to learn how to 
grow any plants online.  As a Horticulture major, everyone in 
the program also signed a pledge where they promised not to 
attend large gatherings and if they felt unwell, not to attend clas.  
lived in an apartment on campus with two other girls in the Hor-
ticulture program and I only allowed myself to hang out with 
people I would see in my classes (which was only around once a 
week in the horticulture building to do homework or go to tutor-
ing sessions). I was very  lucky,  considering that Horticulture 
was one of the very few programs on campus to offer in-person 
classes in the Fall 2020 semester. I would regularly have to re-
ceive COVID-19 tests and even though I did not eat food from 
the dining hall or have to share a bathroom with more than my 
roommates, I was always afraid I would contract, “The Big C”.
Most of my leisure time would come from playing video games 
with my roommates or watching movies, and I felt very discon-
nected from all of my other peers and professors in the depart-
ment. On occasion, our buildings would also be randomly put 
under quarantine and I would be forced to skip class, and even 
though my professors were accommodating enough to upload 
lectures online, it’s difficult to learn how to landscape and grow 
pplants through your computer and was just a waste of my time 
and money.  
Although I was always a little bit anxious about testing positive 
for COVID-19, I still would like to think I got extremely lucky 
with having all of my classes being offered in-person or hybrid 
formats. Even though I was a little upset I wasn’t receiving the 
typical college experience, I just wanted to learn. I still just want 
to learn!  Although I haven’t been able to hang out with students 
on campus, I still have made a few good friends who share my 
love of gardening.  And even though we are all going through a 
tough time right now, I just want to focus on all the good in the 
world, because if I was focusing on how much this all sucked, 
then I probably would be discouraged from trying my hardest 
in school.

OP GYMSTERS WIN
Gymnastics Unlimited/Orchard Park 
Gymsters were thrilled to be able to 
host their Nickel City Classic Invi-
tational in early February.  With new 
rules and regulations, every precau-
tion was taken to host a meet and keep
more than 400 participating gymnasts distant and safe.  The OP 
Gymsters dedicated this meet to their teammate, Brooke Walker, 
who tragically died while hiking in Zoar Valley in August.
     Their efforts produced a first place victory in levels 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10 and Xcel Gold.  The Xcel Bronze team and Silver team won 
second and Platinum won third.
     Gymnasts who are seniors in high school were recognized at this 
meet as well.  Jordyn Moonan of the Orchard Park Gymsters was 
one of those seniors honored.  She started at GU at the age of 5 and 
is now a Level 10.  she has been to Levels 8, 9, and 10 Regionals and 
6 and 10 Nationals.     JOB WELL DONE - ALL!

			   Excerpted from The Sun-Orchard Park
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CLASS OF 1981- 40 YEARS

OP CLASS OF 1975
45th REUNION

WHEN:   July 22 - July 24 2021

WHERE:  Kettles   and 
Harvest Hills Golf Course

PRICE:  $30. - Duration 2 Days

CONTACT:  GRANT BREKKE
Grantb@brekkesales.com

612-210-6353

Planning on Wine touring/tasting on Thursday, Ket-
tles for the Ice Breaker on Friday evening, and Golf 
outing at 8:00 am on Saturday, with the reunion to 
start at noon.  The price will be $30.00 per person on 
Saturday. Drinks will be on your own. B/W’s will be 
catering food for us on Saturday afternoon.     

more details to follow

__________________________________________________

The Orchard Park High Class of 1961 will hold 
its 60th Class Reunion later this year, over the 

weekend of July 31st and August 1st        

On Saturday evening, Class members and 
spouses/significant others will gather at the 
Orchard Park Country Club to meet and re-
new old friendships. Along with the camarade-
rie, attendees will enjoy a great dinner with a 

cash bar in the Clubhouse.  

The next afternoon, the party will move to one 
of OP’s favorite spots, Chestnut Ridge Park, 
to enjoy a casual picnic and to reminisce and 

swap tales of “the good old days”.  

An enthusiastic group of Class members has 
confirmed they’d attend, coming from Califor-
nia, New Mexico, Colorado, Florida, the Car-
olinas, New England, other Eastern States as 

well as New York. 

A Great time should be had by all.  
For more information please contact:

Diane Rupp-Piscopo - diane.piscopo6@gmail.com

Gail Schueler-Kedzierski- gardengirl5243@aol.com

Ron Mc Ewan - rmce23@aol.com 
__________________________________________

CLASS OF 1981 - 60 YEARS!

CLASS OF ‘74 - MINI FLA. REUNION 
So said - Sid Johnny Ringo

“So It was small group but we made it 
happen.  Cheers Class...”   March 2021


