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 NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Rae Ann Fix Reese, Class of 1956

Please check the rostr to be sure your 
information is correct, and contact me 
if it’s not.  If you DO NOT want your 
phone # and/or email address included 
in the roster, be sure to tell me.  If ev-
erythingis good, you can tell me that 
too...then I am a Happy Camper.

NOTICE:  I WOULD APPRECIATE 
IT IF THOSE MEMBERS WHO 
ARE CLASS LIAISONS WOULLD 
SEND ME THEIR E-MAIL AD-
DRESSES SO IF I NEED TO CON-
TACT THEM...I CAN.

REMINDER:  I depend on YOU to 
keep me informed of things happening 
in your lives and that of your Class-
mates, ie:  engagements, marriages, 
new babies, jobs etc., and also...if a 
Classmate passes away.  I have learned 
it’s important to most people to know 
when a Classmate has passed away...
just call me or email me...even if there 
has been a passage of time.   

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY ME 
WHEN YOU CHANGE ADDRESS-

ES, EMAIL &/OR PHONE #’s

ORCHARD PARK
ALUMNI ASSOC
SPRING 2020

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL
MISSION - GUIDING PRINCIPLES - GOALS

WE WILLGIVE OUR STUDENTS THE VISION TO REACH FOR THE STARS.
THE SKILLS AND FORTITUDE TO CLIMB THE LADDER.

AND THE WISDOM TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF THE JOURNEY.
_________________________________________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO RENEW YOUR

ALUMNI ASSOCIA-
TION MEMBERSHIP.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
$10 per year - EACH Year
by/before JUNE 30th  OR 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
for a One Time cost of $150.

OUR SCHOOL’s
ANTI-BULLYING PLEDGE

1. We Will not bully others.
2. We Will help students who are bulied.
3. We Will include students who are left    	
     out.
4. If somebody is being bullied, we Will 	
     tell an adult at school and an adult at   	
     home.

With fond memories and gratitude,					      
Karen Myers-Hackem  - President, OPHS Alumni Association
_____________________________________________________________________________

       Our community is sad this March, as we say good-bye to two special Ladies , both retired 
teachers from Orchard Park High School.						    
      Sally Henning Diggins passed away on 12 February 2020, aged 91 at her home at Fox 
Run, Orchard Park. Her smile lit up the hallways and her classroom, and her commitment to 
teaching civics and social studies was underpinned by her love of people and her community. 
She always had a kind word for students and she loved teaching.   A memorial service was 
held 17 February for Mrs. Diggins.			       				  
      On 2 March 2020, Ruth E. Huppuch passed away at the age of 97. A worldly lady, she 
touched many lives throughout her 47 years as a dedicated teacher, primarily of social stud-
ies, although my now 85-year-old aunt had her as an elementary teacher at the former Lincoln 
Avenue school.   Ms. Huppuch was my teacher for tenth grade social studies whose curricu-
lum focused on world affairs and geography. She and I shared an interest in Asia, particu-
larly Japan. That year my Japan study project included a culinary presentation where I made 
sukiyaki in front of the class.  I later learned how much she appreciated my research and 
attention to detail in scheduling the exact date of my presentation so that I would have time 
to grow the mung beans that would turn into the fresh bean sprouts needed for this famous 
Japanese dish. Her world knowledge and travels inspired many students, myself included. If 
we are no longer in a period of “social distancing” due to the COVID-19 virus global pan-
demic, a memorial service will be held in honor of Ms. Huppuch on Saturday, 		
 May, 16, 1:00pm at the Orchard Park Presbyterian Church. 
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OP CLASS OF 1970
50th REUNION JULY 23-25, 2020

Dear Class of 1970 Classmates,  		
     This summer we will be celebrating our 50th High 
School Class Reunion. Wow, it’s hard to believe! But 
now we’re looking forward to seeing all of you again, 
to share old memories, and to make a few new ones.         
We hope you can join us for some, or all the events 
that we have planned. Listed on the following pages, is 
the schedule for the weekend, along with hotel listings, 
and a short list of things to do while you’re here in 
Western NY.  				  
     We are including a list of “missing classmates”, 
and would appreciate any help you can offer, in helping 
us find them. Also, if you have any “memory photo’s” 
from high school or past reunions, that you would be 
willing to share, that would be great! Just email to 
tom@thomasjohnsonhomes.com

PLEASE RSVP by JUNE 15th

Make your checks out to either: Margaret E. Wille 
(Clough) or Kenneth N Alico, and mail them to the ap-
propriate address below:

Margee Clough Wille -  6450 Chestnut Ridge Rd - Or-
chard Park, New York 14127  - mcw662@hotmail.com

Ken Alico - 91 Bush Gardens - Alden, New York 14004

Checks are preferred, but if you would like to send 
your money electronically, email me at mcw662@hot-
mail.com and I will give you the information required 
to transfer your funds to the reunion account.  	      
Side note: Classmates from all reunions have gener-
ously donated to their class, in the past. Donations 
are completely voluntary but greatly appreciated. 
All unused funds will be donated to the OP Alumni 
Scholarship Fund.

ITINERARY:  Wednesday, July 22nd Taste of Orchard 
Park 6:00PM – 10:00PM (optional) Sponsored by the OP 
Chamber. Tickets available at event. Open to public, all ages, 
located at the 4 Corners; food trucks, bars, live entertain-
ment, crowded, but lots of fun! 				  
       Thursday, July 23rd Exclusive Class of 1970 - 50th 
Reunion Dinner at Orchard Park Country Club Cocktails – 
6:00PM Buffett Dinner – 7:00PM $65 per person, Cash Bar, 
Music; Sound System with DJ, and a special band featur-
ing our own talented OP classmates.  			 
	    Friday, July 24th OPHS Annual Reunion for classes 
1960-1972 American Legion, 7:00PM, $15 or $20 at door. 
Includes Pizza, Wings, Snacks, Music, Cash Bar, more fun!       	
	 Saturday, July 25th Class of 1970 Picnic - under the 
tent, hosted by...you got it, our own OP classmates, $20 per 
person, optional: BYOB, 2:00PM, followed by Orchard Park 
Street Dance, free, live band, beer/wine tents (coupons avail-
able), 6:00PM right in the Village behind Key Bank.         	
      

Additional information on another page in this issue.

2008 OP GRAD - NEW OP TRUSTEE
LAUREN KACZOR, Daughter of former Councilman David Kaczor and former 
Recreation Commission member Jackie Kaczor, was appointed as a Trustee during 
avillage Board Meeting in January, 2020.  She is replacing former Trustee Jon Mc-
Natty, whe resigned from the post in December to accept a job in Buffalo that would 
interfere with hisability to attend meetings.  
       Ms. Kaczor wants to make an impact to help the residents of the village.  “This 
commmunity has helped me grow so much thatI want to give back the same way,” she 
said, who recently purchased a home in the village. “When I was approached to take 
over the position, it was a no-brainer.  I wanted to do what I could to help out.”
       Since she graduated from RIT with a Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical 
engiineering, and St. Bonaventure Univ., with a Master’s in Business Administration, 
she’s been chairwomanof the town’s Zoning Board of Appeals and member of Recre-
ation Commission and Community Activity Council.   The new Trustee will be respin-
sible for the master plan update, village events and celerations, and Yuth Court.  She 
will also serve as the liaison to the village Zoning Board of Appeals and the Building 
Department,  Ms. Kaczor sais she is excited to be helping out wiht the village events 
and celebrations.  She said she always attend the events every year with her family and 
feels they bring the community together. 
       Mayor Jo Ann Litwin Clinton said she was impressed by Ms. Kaczor’s record on 
the town’s Zoning Board of Appeals and or roganizatoinal skills planning events for 
several different organizations.  “I thought it was a good skill set for wat we’re looking 
for,” Litwin-Clinton said.  In taking over this position, she will hold the seat until the 
village election in March, where she will run for a one-year trustee term.
				      

Excerpted from the Orchard Park Bee
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MEMORIAMS
WILMER J. (BILL) OUDAL                
Class of 1949 was predeceased by 1 
Brother.  He is survived by his Wife, 
4 Daughters, 2 GrandDaughters, 1 
GreatGrandSon,1Brother ROBERT-Class 
of ‘47, 1 sister YVONNE RHODES-Class 
of ‘50, other Relatives and Friends.

SALLY HENNING DIGGINS, Class 
of 1945 was predeceased by her Husband 
JAMES DIGGINS-former Teacher in OP 
School System.  she is survived by 2 sons: 
JAMES-Class of ‘78, THOMAS-Class of 
‘81, 2 Brothers: ROBERT-class of ‘43, 
JOHN-class of 50, other relatives and 
Friends.  She was 92 years young.

RAYMOND GEORGE O’CONNOR 
JR.-        Class of 1968 is survived by 
his Wife-LINDA LEMMER O’CONNOR-
Class of ‘68, 2 sons, 2 Brothers: BRIAN-
Class of ‘70, MICHAEL-Class of ‘77, 2 
sisters: COLLEEN-Class of ‘72, MARY 
WISER-Class of ‘80, other Relatives and 
Friends.

RUTH HUPPUCH, former social Studies 
Teacher  at OP School system for over 47 
years.  She had also established a Scholar-
ship in her name.  She is survived by Rela-
tives and Friends.  She was 97 years young.

CAROL HUPKOWICZ HARTWELL, 
Class of 1964 ws predeceased by 1 Daugh-
ter.  She was survived by 1 Daughter, 1 Son, 
2 Grandcildren, 1 Brother-MICHAEL-
Class of ‘66, other Relatives and Friends.

CLYDE PETER IMAGNA, Class of 
1955 was survived by his Wife, 1 Child, 
other Relatives and Friends.  No other in-
formation available.

ERIKA L. WILSON, Class of 1992 is sur-
vived by her Parents, Brother BRENDAN-
Class of ‘94, other Relatives and Friends.

EDWARD ADAMCZYK,       Class 
of 1939   was predeceased by his Wife, 
ERMA HENNING ADAMCZYK-Class of  
‘41 and 1 Daughter.  He is survived by 3 
Daughters: SUSAN POUTHIER-Class of 
‘65, BECKY MEAD-Class of ‘66, AMY 
SENNE-Class of ‘74, 1 son-SCOTT-Class 
of ‘72, 5 Grandchildren, 7 GreatGrandchil-
dren, other Relatives and Friends.

CRAIG SEARS, Class of 1971 is sur-
vived by Relatives and Friends.  No other 
information available.

 MEMORIAMS
DAWN HAUSER, Class of 1981 is sur-
vived by her Wife, Sister-DENISE-Class 
of ‘83.  Brother DARRYL-Class unknown, 
other Relatives and Friends.

JAMES F. LEWIS, Class of 1971 is sur-
vived by Brother-MICHAEL-Class of ‘65, 
2 Sisters: CANDACE STEDAM, LAURIE 
MEYER-Classes unknown, other Relatives 
and Friends.

BETTY ROTH YUNG, Class of 1943 
was survived by her Husband for 3 days 
and then he passed away as well.  She is 
survived by Daughter BARBARA KIP-
LER, Class of ‘69, Son-ROBERT-Class of 
‘73,  other Relatives and Friends.  She had 
also been a substitute teacher at OP School.

RONNY SCHRIMMEL, Class of 1991 
was survived by his Wife DANIELLE 
CORSALINI SCHRIMMEL-Class of 
1992, 5 Children, 2 Brothers: RANDY-
Class of ‘88, ROBERT-Class unknown, 
other Relatives and Friends.

TOM BLENKER, Class of 1969 was 
predeceased by 2 Brothers: don-Class of 
‘77, Rick-Class unknown.  He is survived 
by 2 Daughters, 2 Sons, 4 Grandchildren, 
1 Sister-Judith Patterson-Class of ‘66, 1 
Brother-Michael-Class unknown, other 
Relatives and Friends.
__________________________________

Letter from the Editor
  In early March, my computer 
crashed (has since been replaced) 
and I lost all my files, including the 
almost completed Spring issue of 
this newsletter including 1 1/2 pag-
es of Memoriams and articles that 
I thought you would find interest-
ing and/or important.  I have used 
the Fall 2019 issue roster to retype 
the new one. If there are any errors, 
please notify me by phone or E-mail.
     I have recovered as much informa-
ton as I could and hope it helps.
     If you notified me of the passing of 
a person, who attended OPHS, since 
September 2019, please contact me 
again.  The only names I can remem-
ber were Sally Diggins and Ruth 
Huppuch.  I can be reached by phone 
or via Facebook.
     Again, I am very sorry for any 
inconvenience
    Sincerely - Rae Ann Reese, Editor_______________________________

FORMER QUAKERS INDUCTED
INTO VOLLEYBALL HAL OF FAME

BRIAN CARROLL, Class of 1990 and 
SCOTT LEARY, Class of 1991 were in-
ducted into the Volleyball Hall of Fame in 
November 2019.
CARROLL excelled as a player under the 
coaching of Walter Stefani.  In 1988 he earned 
ECIC division 1 first Team All-Star status.  In 
1989 he again earned All-Western New York 
first Team honors as well as selection to the 
Empire State Games squad.  He was a two-
time captain at OPHS.  In 1996, Carroll became 
Coach Carroll and in his coaching tenure, dur-
ing which he became a fixture in the WNY vol-
leyball community and earned 6 ECIC Division 
titles, 7 Section VI titles, 2 NYS championships 
and more than 25 All-WNY Selections.  Carroll 
founded and directed the Southtowns Volleyball 
Club for 15 years.
LEARY shined during 1991 season.  The 1991 
teamwhich he co-captained, accomplished an 
incredible, undefeated 25-0 record.  He was 
named MVP in each of those tournaments; ac-
complishments that WNY had never seen until 
then.  He also earned tournament MVP honors 
4 times, earning a spot on the Mizuno All-Star 
Team, named OP’s MVP, receiving the Maroon 
Key and earning a spot on the All-Western New 
York First Team.  He also led the Quakers to 
their 4th Section VI Class A Championship.   
     

Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS

The Orchard Park Starz Premier 06 trav-
el softball team swept the Titans Blizzard 
Bash Tournament in December, to nab its 
first championship of the 2019-2020 sea-
som.  Pictured from left are:  front-alyssa 
Kingston, Dana Rosati, Bella Christopher, 
Ella Dovey;  back:  head coach tony Fa-
rina, Jesica Hymers, Erin Nuwer, Carley 
Mather, Carly Fraser, Ava Farina, Mia Van-
nelli, Ella McMullen and coach Aaron Nu-
wer.  Missing from photo is Miriam Fike.
 
CONGRATULATIONS ALL!!!
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CLASS LIAISONS
1947 - MARY ANN GRAVIUS
1948 - RUTH MURPHY MORROW
1949 - RITA HAAS WIDMAN
1951 - BARBARA BROTT MYERS
1953 - JOSEPH EISENRIED
1955 - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
1956 - RAE ANN FIX REESE and 
  MARJORIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ	
1957 - ALICE MARQUART and
     JOYCE ROSENOW DIMITROFF
1958 - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON
1959 - RONNIE LOVE MAREAN
1960 - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT
1961 - GAIL SCHUELER KEDZIERSKI
1962 - TOM WEBBER, BRIAN BARNEY &
     MARY ANN JENDRYSEK CREAN
1963 - RICH NASSOIY
1964 - CAROL HUPKOWICZ HARTWELL
1965 - MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS
1966 - JOHN SCHRODER
1967 - BARBARA VAYO CORDELL
1968 - PAM HINEMAN CAPUZZO
1969 - LINDA HINEMAN CAMPBELL
1973 - VICKIE CLARK WARHOL
1974 - MARY ANN CASERTA SUDA
1975 - GRANT BREKKE
1977 - CHERYL DAY McKINNEY
1978 - LINDA MAUL BABCOCK
1979 - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
1981 - LYNN EMMINGER
1983 - TRACY JANOWSKI TODARO
1985 - DAVID LACEY
1989 - RICHAELLE HARRIS REY
2008 - JESSICA GROGAN

If your class is nt listed above, that 
is because no one in your class has 
stepped up to take on this osition.  It’s 
not a difficult job.  When it’s time 
for your  Class reunion, or any Class 
event, the Liaison’s job is to inform 
someone on the Alumni Association 
Board.  THAT’S ALL!
...Also, keep us informed when you 
learn of a classmate’s passing or other 
important happenings in yur lives...

Please consider this and contact one of 
the officers to tell us that you will be 
the Liaison for your Class.

WE NEED MORE MEMBERS 
AND LIAISON’S FOR THIS 
CENTURY’S CLASSES TOO.

Please think about this and Please, 
Tell Your Friends/Classmates

NEW MEMBER FORM
PLEASE PRINT

NAME:_______________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________

_____________________________________
Town                                               State             Zip

_______________________________________________
Maiden Name		           Grad. Year

_______________________________________________
E-Mail Address

_______________________________________________
One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your 
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

*************************************

If You are willing to be a Liaison for your 
Class Please fill out and include this next form

ALUMNI  LIAISON Please Print

NAME:_______________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________

_____________________________________

___________________________________
Town			   State	   Zip

_____________________________________
Maiden Name		        Grad. Year

_____________________________________
E-Mail Address

_____________________________________
One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your 
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

Please make ALL checks payable to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION  and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127

Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know About the Alumni 

Associaiton:
The Association has been chartered for 
the purpose of a link for all Alumni fo 
the Orchard Park School System to each 
other. It is you alumni, who will make it 
grow and prosper. The Officers are the 
core of this organization but you, the 
Members, are the true reason for our 
‘being’.  
      Membershop is $10. per year, and is 
open to anyone who has an interest in the 
school whether it is as an attendee, grad-
uate, teacher, sstaff member, parent of a 
Student...OR a one time cost of $150. for 
a Lifetime membership.  Your dues also 
go towards supporting our Scholarships.
      We publish a newsletter twice a year, 
Spring and fall,and would appreciate any 
and all information that you can send to 
us about events with your classes, the 
passing of Classmates, Births, Anniver-
saries or anything you would like to share 
with others.  Another very Important part 
of the Alumni Association are the Liai-
sons for each and every class.  We need 
you to assist us with important informa-
tion for your class.  Please complete the 
form on this page and become a Liaison 
for our Class.  It is our only link to your 
class.  Please make ALL checks payable 
to:  ORCHARD PARK ALUNI ASSOCIA-
TION  and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127

Please be susre to notify us of any
CHANGE OF LAST NAME AND/OR

ADDRESS PHONE, E-MAIL ETC.

ALUMNI  ASSOC. OFFICERS

PRES. KAREN MYERS, CLASS OF 1975
  978-502-6218- karen@klmyers.com

PAST PRES. JOAN BACHERT LITWIN
716-662-5701 - Class of 1955

joanlitwin@gmail.com

VICE PRES. - AL SAGER and
SCHOLARSHIP CHMN.-Class of 1958
716-662-9413 OR alnsue99@gmail.com

TREASURER JESSICA GROGAN
716-982-1428 - Class of 2008

csagrogan@gmail.com

SEC’Y/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
RAE ANN FIX REESE

716-822-8869 - Class of 1956
rreese56@roadrunner.com
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BENJAMIN STUHR -  Class of 2019 – The winner of a schol-
arship sponsored by the Class of 60”s/70’s Annual Reunion de-
scribes his first semester at Rochester Institute of Technology.

Hello college, goodbye parents! This is how I felt the day my 
parents moved me into my dorm and went home. The initial 
excitement and enthusiasm for college has not diminished, 
although there were a lot of adjustments during the first few 
weeks.  The biggest change from high school to college by far 
is the amount of independence I have here at Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology (RIT). I have to get up on my own to get to 
classes, and if I sleep through an alarm, there’s no one to wake 
me up. Besides waking myself up, I now have several other re-
sponsibilities such as doing my own laundry, remembering to 
feed myself, and meeting deadlines for projects and homework. 
I had initially thought that these things would be hard for me 
to adjust to, though I’ve found out that I’m more responsible 
than I thought I was, so these things luckily haven’t been an is-
sue.   Another big change from home to college is living with a 
roommate. I’ve found one of the things I miss the most is just 
being alone for a while. With a roommate, I am always constant-
ly around someone else, which is draining. To add to this, my 
roommate's schedule is opposite of mine, so when I’m waking 
up at 8 am for classes he’s not and when he wakes up at 8 am I’m 
not. Despite all this, I’ve managed to grow accustomed to it and 
my roommate and I have become good friends.

One of the things that I really like about college as opposed to 
high school, is the professors. High school teachers tend to be 
more restrictive which might be due to the wide spectrum of 
students in many high school courses. With professors though, 
they are generally much more casual and relatable. Along with 
professors, everything is way more relaxed at college. No one 
particularly cares what everyone else does and it’s my own re-
sponsibility to get things done.

All in all though, I don’t really miss being away from home. I 
like college because of the independence and responsibility that 
comes with it. I’ve also been thriving while at college, since I’ve 
made plenty of friends and joined a few clubs, such as the Space 
Exploration Club. Here at RIT I achieved A’s in all my classes 
this semester and I managed to get myself into several interest-
ing classes next semester. To put it simply, college life suits me   
well and I’m excited for what’s to come.  
  ____________________________________________________________

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF COLLEGE
JESSICA PETERS – Class of 2019 – The winner of the 
Albert Marcus  LeMessurier Memorial Grant describes 
her first semester at LeMoyne College.

The first day of freshman orientation there was an out-
door event on campus. This is where I was able to meet 
a whole group of friends who shared my major, nursing. 

My first semester at Le Moyne College was an extremely 
pleasant one. I made a lot of friends who I was able to 
study with on weekdays and hang out with on weekends. 
Le Moyne has a lot of interesting clubs as well, which all 
of us took advantage of. We joined clubs for fun such as 
art club and intramural volleyball. 

My roommate and I joined the club lacrosse team which 
meets once a week for practice and has occasional games 
on weekends. I also joined nursing club for academic rea-
sons to help me with my studies. The classes are very 
difficult, and different than what I was used to. Howev-
er, after the first couple of tests I found out the studying 
method that worked well for me. I was lucky to be able 
to find my study methods early, as I was able to do well 
academically and eventually make Deans List. 

I am very grateful to say that I enjoy all aspects of Le 
Moyne. The culture of the campus is extremely friendly 
and inviting. As it is a small campus, it is easy to get to 
know a lot of people around me. I have never felt alone or 
as though there was nobody here to help. I have also been 
very fortunate to have professors who are very willing 
to help, and the student to teacher ratio is also extremely 
beneficial. There are a lot of opportunities that Le Moyne 
has to further my career with resume building workshops, 
many internship opportunities, and very helpful staffing 
as well. I am very happy with where I am, and I could not 
imagine myself on any other campus. 

I would like to thank the members of the Orchard Park 
Alumni for helping me get to where I am now, as I am 
grateful for my decision and am excited for more years 
to come. 
_____________________________________________

GIRL SCOUTS HELP IN COMMUNITY
Members of Orchard Park 
Girl Troop 34766 collected
donations for Ten Lives 
Club Cat Adoption Group 
for Christmas.  Some items
that were collected includ-
ed cat carriers, cat food and
shelter supplies.  During the trop’s trip to the shelter, each girl made 
catnip toys for the cats to play with.
			   Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

NOVEMBER CITIZEN 
HOWY HOLMES, Class of 1960 
was named Citizen of month of  
November 2019 for the 142nd As-
sembly District.  Pictured with Mr. 
Holmes are from left to right:
Dawn Jenkinson, administrator for the orchard Park Chamber 
of Commerce; Colleen Baker, associate director of the cham-
ber; Holmes; Assemblyman Patrick Burke; and Don Lorentz, 
executive director of the chamber.
      Per Assemblyman Patrick Burke, “Howy personifies what 
it means to be civically engaged.  Howy has been a staple in 
his community for decades.   He has been involved with essen-
tially every Orchard Park community organization”.
		      Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee
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2020 marks the 23rd year for the OP Alumni Scholarship program. This year the process will remain basically the same.  
Last year we started out with 141 applications, narrowed them down to fifty to be reviewed intensively and then selected 
ten seniors to be interviewed. Seven scholarships were announced at the Senior Awards Banquet in June.

We expect to  award seven scholarships again this year totaling  $5,250. This will bring the total amount we have awarded 
to $55,900 since the inception of our scholarship program in 1998. The Scholarship Committee will meet during the 
month of May to select the scholarship winners.

The 60’s/70’s Annual Reunion Committee has very generously donated funding for four  $500 scholarships. Scholarships 
will again be sponsored by the O’Grady family in memory of Mary Kay O’Grady Wolfe  (Class of 1956) and by Millicent 
Handel Wilson (Class of 1958) and Geoffrey Handel (Class of 1964)  in memory of their father, former school superin-
tendent Elmer Handel.  The LeMessurier family will continue its funding of a scholarship in honor of Marc LeMessurier 
(Class of 1966). 

We hope that you will read the two well written and interesting essays on their first impressions of college life forwarded 
by Jessica Peters, who is studying nursing at LeMoyne College, and Benjamin Stuhr, an engineering major at Rochester 
Institute of Technology. Both got their college careers off to a great start academically. Some organizations rely solely on 
the school’s well-constructed Universal Scholarship Application. However, by also using interviews we get a chance to 
know these outstanding young people a little bit better.  Having met them, it is easy to picture Jessica and Ben and our 
other five scholarship award winners at their respective colleges.  The interviews give us a chance to get an insight into 
education in the 21st Century at one of Western New York’s very best high schools.

Please consider donating $500 over a five-year period to become a member of the Alumni Century Club. Donations in any 
amount are always welcome. All contributions are tax deductible and may be sent to the following address:  

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 928 - ORCHARD PARK, NY  14127
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOLARSHIP  REPORT
Al Sager, Class of 1958, Scholarship Chairman

TREASURER’S REPORT
	 Checking Acct. - $13,361
	 Savings -             $ 5,585.
________________________________________________

ATTENTION ALL - The Scholarships that 
are awarded to our students are really impor-
tant and helpful to them.  Have you checked 
out the cost of going to college today?

       Being a member of the Century Club 
is something to consider too, as Al Sager, our 
Scholarship Chairman suggested in his mes-
sage. 
   
         Perhaps a group from your class would 
like to do this:   a group of 5, for 5 years, wold 
only cost each of the group...$20. per year.  
Please think about it.  If interested: Please con-
tact Al Sager at 716-662-9413.

CLASS OF 1970 - 50th REUNION - cont.
You can attend any single event or all the events, but we ask that 
you please identify these events when submitting your check, by 
simply attaching the following with your payment.

50th Reunion Dinner at OPCC: $65.00 per person _______ Qty 		
OP Annual Reunion at American Legion: 			 
$15.00 per person _______ Qty 				  
Class of 1970 Picnic/OP Street Dance: $20.00 per person _______ Qty

WHERE TO STAY AROUND TOWN:

Hampton Inn, Hamburg, NY 14075 716-649-3769          		
Holiday Inn Express, Hamburg, NY 14075 716-648-9200	    	  
Comfort Inn & Suites, Hamburg, NY 14075 716-648-0292    		
Red Roof Inn, Hamburg, NY 14075 716-648-7222			 
Hampton Inn, East Aurora, NY 14052 716-655-3300 			 
Roycroft Inn, East Aurora, NY 14051 716-652-5552			 
Hampton Inn,  West Seneca, NY 14224 716-824-2030			 
Staybridge Suites, West Seneca, NY 14224 716-939-3100		
Country Inn & Suites,  West Seneca, NY 14224 716-259-8520
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Whenever you begin to question or doubt who you are,  or your own worth, or you purpose...always remember:  “You are enough...
You don’t need another person, place or thing to make you whole.  God alredy did that.  Your job is to know it.” - Maya Angelou

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“BE KINDER THAN NECESSARY, FOR EVERYONE YOU MEET IS FIGHTING SOME KIND OF BATTLE” --unknown

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERS
NAN ACKERMAN - JENNIE ADAMS - THOMAS D. ALCORN - CHRISTOPHER S. BEALE - JENNIFER MARKULIS BERKE

PATRICIA McCARTHY BENNINGHOFF - GEORGE BIGENWALD - NANCY STEIGER BRASWELL - SUSAN BRAY- MARY BRILL - JON BRITAIN 
SALLY RUNDLE BROWN - NANCY BURNS - ALBERT COOLEY III -  BARBARA CORDELL - MARGARET CURRAN - JAMES DUNN 

BERT DUNN & MARY KELLY DUNN - ROGER W. DURANT - VICTORIA D’ANGELO - CAROLE L. DWYER 
DALE ECKL & SHIRLEY ROSENTHAL ECKL - TIMOTHY FINLEY - CAROL APEL FRIDMANN - GARY GATES - LISA SCHNORR GEIER 
KAREN KABEL GINGHER - JESSICA GROGAN  -  DONALD DOMINIC GUSTAFERRO - CLAUDIA HAMILTON - PHYLLIS HARTLOFF 
WILLIAM J. HEICHBERGER - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT - NANCY BEAL HOCH - FRANCIS HOGANKAMP & SANDRA HOGANKAMP

RICK JENNINGS -  THOMAS KABEL - LAURIE WARNING KITCHEN - MARGIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ -  JOHN LAURIE - JAMES LeMESSURIER 
DON LAKS - RAY LAKS - JO ELLEN LANG - CAROL O’CONNOR LINK - JOAN BACHERT LITWIN - ELAINE WILK MAHONEY 

H. JOHN MARKULIS - BLANCHE McGIVERON - JOHN J. MILLS - BARBARA MILLER -  GLORIA HARTLOFF MILLER - TOM MORROW 
MARTHA MUCK - KAREN MYERS-HACKEM - RICHARD E. NASSOIY - A. DAVID NIXON - KAREN PARIS - DAVID A. PETRILLO

DIANE R. PISCOPO  - DAVID PETERS & MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS -  RAE ANN FIX REESE - FRANK RINGQUIST 
MARY LYNN JOHNSON ROURKE  - DAVID SCHWEDT - JOAN SPENCER - RICHARD STEEL - CAROL YOUNG STRUCK 
MARY ANN CASSERTA SUDA - RICHARD SULLIVAN - SCOTT M. SUROWIEC - JEFFREY SWARTZ - JEFFREY SWARTZ

KATHLEEN KAMM SWARTZ - CHARLES STODDART - CAROL BELURGI THORNTON - JAMES STELLRECHT  
& SUSAN ERRINGTON STELLRECHT - SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT - MARTHA VARGO - JUDITH D’ANGELO VASSIE 

GEORGE WALLACE & TERRY O’GRADY WALLACE JACKIE LAUDISO WAZNY  - THOMAS WEBBER - BONNIE MAUL WINKLER 
RITA HAAS WIDMAN - KAREN NAREAU WIEBE - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON - MARILYN WOLF ZENTZ

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MEMORIAM - A. WATSON BRAY - NORMA GEITTER - RICHARD J. KLISIEWICZ - PENELOPE ARBER LYONS  

GAIL NEHR O’CONNOR  - PAUL SWEET - ALBERT SWARZ SR. - ROBERT ZENTZ
ALBERT SWARZ SR. - PAUL SWEET
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OPHS ANNUAL REUNION - 60’s/70’s COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
	 (As Of 1/24/2020)
CLASS OF 1960:  Clinton Howy Holmes - howyatop@aol.com - 716-983-3605, 716-662-1743  				  
CLASS OF 1961:  Jo Ellen Militello Lang - joellen043@gmail.com - 716-668-5268  						    
CLASS OF 1962:  Mary Ann Jendrysek Crean (Treasurer) - macrean@roadrunner.com - 716-472-1309  			 
			            Rich Steel - rockysteel6@gmail.com - 716-430-7541, 716874-0296  				  
CLASS OF 1963:  Rich Nassoiy - renasswa@yahoo.com - 716-289-2038  							     
			           H. John Markulis - colonelm@roadrunner.com - 716-432-1589/c, 716-646-1589/h  			 
CLASS OF 1964:  John Don Dimitroff (Chair 2020) - caroldimitroff@yahoo.com - 716-41-3739/c, 716-649-2053/h  		
CLASS OF 1965:  Terry Campbell - panda601@rocketmail.com - 715662-6947/h, 716-913-3223/c   					   
		           Kathy Coffey Swarbrick - kjswarbrick@hotmail.com - 716-662-1995  						    
		           Sharon Press Steel - shrn_stl@yahoo.com - 716-259-0848  						    
CLASS OF 1966:  John Schroeder - jschroeds@verizon.net - 716-259-0848;  			                                          		
		           Sally Rundle Brown - sjb47hb73@verizon.net - 716-821-0309  						    
			            Kathie Fix Seguin - kmseguin318@gmail.com - 716-207-3655/c, 716-674-2016/h   			 
CLASS OF 1967:  Barb Vayo Cordell - bcordell1949@aol.com - 716=-341-0981  						    
CLASS OF 1968:  Pam Hineman Cappuzzo - skinny3512@gmail.com - 843-422-6767  					   
		           Linda Aromola Graczyk - mammag51@msn.com - 716-868-6117   					   
                      	                 Tony Staub - tonystaub@gmail.com - 716-913-5360  						   
CLASS OF 1969:  Linda Hineman Campbell - lindajeff@verizon.net - 716-648-6114  					   
CLASS OF 1970:													           
CLASS OF 1971:  Deb Carter Hollander - greganddebbie@yahoo.com - 716796-5212   					   
CLASS OF 1972:  Sally Machemer Pouthier - texas9926@gmail.com - 716912-2313   						   
CLASS OF 1977:  Anita Trevett Barnard - ame958@aol.com - 716-980-6338
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Annual OPHS Reunion
sponsored by the 60's and 70's Class Committee 

  is scheduled to be held on Friday JULY 24th 2020 from 7PM till close -- at the Orchard Park Legion Hall 	
3740 N. Buffalo St in OP.. All OP Class members (includes adult family and friends) are Welcome to attend.

         The Reunion is an annual event and profits are shared with the OPHS Scholarship Committee. 		
Estimated cost is $15 per person ($25 at the door). Food is included as is music scheduled to be provided by 
the Hastings & Sampson Duo.   Beverages are available for purchase at reasonable cost. 	       	                          

IT’S ALIVE - IT’S COMPLETED
The New Community Center on Brush Mountain Rd. off California Rd., 
is COMPLETE and Open for Business (at least it was before this “virus” 

thingy happened, and it will be again when things are safe again).  

IT  IS  BEAUTIFUL!

ACTIVITY  CENTER  CAFE
The cafe within the senior wing of the new Community 
Activity Center will soon bear the name of someone who 
was critical in fighting for the seniors to get a new center.
      Jaclie Briggs, the former president of the Senior Coun-
cil of Orchard Park, will have her name displayed on an 
awning leading to the cafe.  The “Jackie’s Cafe” awning 
will be donated by Kohler Awning.  Ms. Briggs served as 
president of the Senior Council of Orchard Park which 
evolved into the Community Activity Council.  
      During the decade-plus long discussion about a poten-
tial center, Ms. Briggs was one of many seniors strongly 
advocating for years that the seniors needed an updated 
facility.   “If it wasn’t for Jackie, this whole senior center 
wouldn’t be off the ground right now,”  said former senior 
center Director Anna Willems, a member of the Commu-
nity Activity Council.  There will be either a photo, sketch 
or drawing of Ms. Briggs, explaining about her efforts to 
make the center a reality.  “This will jazz it up a little bit 
until we get the artwork up from the Seniors.” said Ms. 
Willems.         

excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee   
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CLASS OF 1990 - 30th REUNION

_________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT RAISES  $$$  FOR ANIMALS
THEA NAHREBESKI, Class of 2025, hosts fundraisers all year long to help make 
animals more comfortable in shelters while they are waiting for their forever homes.
thea is 12 years old and in the OP Middle School.  In the past 5 years, she has sold candy 
bars, lemonade, and plastic bracelets that say “adopt, rescue, donate.”  She donates to 
multiple organizations each yearand in the past few months she has raised enough to 
donate to Ten Lives Club Cat Adoption Group, Joyful Rescueand Heart.
       Thea recently bought Ten Lives Club donations which included cat food, supplies 
and cat litter.  Chewy.com contributed to the cuse by donating some items while Pet Sup-
plies Plus in Blasdell gave Thea a discount on the food.
     Thea was recently on Channel 2 news with Melissa Holmes.  Legislature Lynne 
Dixon awarded Thea the “WNY Great Kids” award for her outstanding commitment and
dedication to raiseanimal awareness.  She also received a Certificate of Recognition from the Orchard Park Board ofEducation.  
         Thea’s Father runs “Thea’s Fundraiser” Facebook page which follows Thea and her journey.  People can see where she has 
donatedto, organizations ho have helped contribute toher cause, and any awards she has received for her efforts.  

										          Excerpted from The Orchar Park Bee

          This young Lady is definitely someone to watch over the coming years.  Such thoughtfulness and grace promises to grow into an 
equally toughtful and gracious adult...and  That’s a Good Thing.


