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ORCHARD PARK
ALUMNI ASSOC

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL
MISSION - GUIDING PRINCIPLES - GOALS

WE WILLGIVE OUR STUDENTS THE VISION TO REACH FOR THE STARS.
THE SKILLS AND FORTITUDE TO CLIMB THE LADDER.
AND THE WISDOM TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF THE JOURNEY.

Message from the President

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Reunion season made a strong return to Orchard Park this summer with many classes cel-
ebrating milestones. The Class of 1951 marked their 70th year reunion in August 2021. The
Class of 1975 marked 45 years one year later due to the COVID-19 pandemic. And the Class
of 1971 will host their 50th reunion this September 24th. See inside for photos.

Many Orchard Park High School alumni recall their high school days fondly, reflecting on
special friendships, influential teachers, and fun activities such as organized sports, arts, theat-
rical performances and musical events. A common theme heard was “how fortunate we were
to grow up in Orchard Park, and to have access to so much.”

Others confessed that high school was a difficult time for them for various reasons, and they
prefer not to go back down memory lane. It’s sad to acknowledge this, but it also gives us
pause to think about ways to improve student experiences at OPHS. While we cannot change
the past, we can offer our understanding to past graduates, and work to support new initia-
tives that better the lives of students today.

In the spirit of looking forward, it is timely that we welcome the arrival of new Orchard Park
School District Superintendent Mr. David P. Lilleck, who began his new role on July 1, 2021,
in preparation for the 2021-2022 academic year. In an announcement press release, Mr. Lillek
commented, “Having experience working for the district, coupled with the experience as a
parent in the district, gives me a unique perspective on our strengths and areas we need to
continue to grow.”

The board of the Orchard Park Alumni Association wishes Mr. Lillek all

the best, looks forward potential collaborations, and to his leadership in the

years ahead. -

Kind regards - Karen Myers-Hackem
President, Orchard Park Alumni Association

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SCHOOL’s
TO RENEW YOUR ANTI-BULLYING PLEDGE
ALUMNI ASSOCIA-

TION MEMBERSHIP. 1 We Will not bully others.

$10 per year - EACH Year 3

by/before JUNE 30th OR
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 4.
for a One Time cost of $150.

. We Will help students who are bulied.
We Will include students who are left
out.

If somebody is being bullied, we Will
tell an adult at school and an adult at
home.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Rae Ann Fix Reese, Class of 1956

Please check the rostr to be sure your
information is correct, and contact me
if it’s not. If you DO NOT want your
phone # and/or email address included
in the roster, be sure to tell me. If ev-
erythingis good, you can tell me that
too...then I am a Happy Camper.

NOTICE: I WOULD APPRECIATE
IT IF THOSE MEMBERS WHO
ARE CLASS LIAISONS WOULLD
SEND ME THEIR E-MAIL AD-
DRESSES SO IF I NEED TO CON-
TACT THEM...I CAN.

REMINDER: 1 depend on YOU to
keep me informed of things happening
in your lives and that of your Class-
mates, ie: engagements, marriages,
new babies, jobs etc., and also...if a
Classmate passes away. I have learned
it’s important to most people to know
when a Classmate has passed away...
just call me or email me...even if there
has been a passage of time.

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY ME
WHEN YOU CHANGE ADDRESS-
ES, EMAIL &/OR PHONE #’s




O RCHARD

P A R K

MEMORIAMS MEMORIAMS

From time to time I am made aware of the
passing of someone connected to OPHS and
when I do, I will post a Memorial for them,
even though some time has passed.

DENNIS R. KING, Class of 1962 is
survived by his Wife, 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 4
Grandchildren, 1 Sister-SUSAN BARRY-
Class of ‘67, other Relatives and Friends.

MARY ANN E. GRAVIUS, Class of 1947
was predeceased by her Brother-ARTHUR-
Class of ‘58. She is survived by | Nephew
and 1 Niece, other Relatives and Friends.

JAMES A. NIXON, Class of 1959 is pre-
deceased by 2 SisterS-JUNE-Class of ‘70,
SHARON BIELER-Class unknown, 2
Bothers: RAYMOND, ROBERT IR,
Classes unknown. He is survived by
his Wife, 2 Sons: JAMES-Class of ‘91,
DOUGLAS-Class of ‘94, 3 Sisters: BAR-
BARA BAUER-Class of ‘62, BONNIE
WITTENRICH-Class of ‘66, CAROL
VICCARI-Class unknown; 2 Brothers:
RICHARD-Class of ‘69, RONALD-Class
unknown, other Relatives and Friends.

LILLIAN GUASTAFERRO SUMER-
SON, Class of 1963 is survived by her
Husband, 2 Brothers: DONALD-Class of
‘60, JOSEPH-Class of ‘68, 1 Sister-DI-
ANE PETRO-Class of ‘58, other Relatives
and Friends.

MARLENE J. OTT LAUFER, Class of
1956 was predeceased by her Husband.
she is survived by 3 sons, 4 Grandchildren,
6 GreatGrandchildren, other relatives and
Friends.

MELVIN R. KRESS, Class of 1956, was
predeceased by 2 Brothers: DR. GERARD-
Class of ‘52, KENETH-Class of ‘50. He
is survived by his Wife, 2 Sons, 1 Grand-
son, 1 Granddaughter, 1 Sister SHIRLEY
WATT-Class of ‘57, other Relatives and
Friends.

SUSAN MARIE PAPINEAU, Class of
1976 was survived by 4 Sisters, 1 Brother,
many Nieces, Nephews, other Relatives
and Friends.

EDWARD HEUSINGEER, &==F=
Class of 1961 is survived by his Wife,
2 Sons, 1 Daughter, 4 Grandchildren, 1
Brother-MARK- Class of ‘71, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

NANCY E. WALLACE, Former Lan-
guage Teacher. She is survived by 3 Sis-
ters, other Relatives and Friends.

DENNIS J. DEE, Class of 1963 is sur-
vived by his Wife, 1 Daughter-KATH-
LEEN-Class of ‘87, 1 Son-JAMES-Class
of ‘90, 3 Grandchildren, other Relatives
and Friends.

GEORGE W. “BIFF” WALLACE,
Class of 1961, was predeceased
by 1 sister ROBERTA WALLACE. He is
survived by his wife TERRY O’GRADY,
Class of ‘64, 1 Sister-GAIL ERALI-Class
of ‘71, other Relatives and Friends.

JUDY SIMON WOODS TINKHAM,
Class of 1958, was predeceased by her 1st
Husband. She is survived by her 2nd Hud-
band, 6 Daughters, 2 Sons, many Grand-
children and GreatGrandchildren, 1 Sister:
JoANN SIMON WEIGEL, Class of ‘59,
other Relatives and Friends.

JOHN L. FERGUSON, Class of 1985
is survived by Relatives and Friends. No
other information is available.

JAMES B. MEREDITH, Class of 1978
is survived by 4 Sisters, 1 Brother, other
Relatives and Friends.

DONNA KEISER BANDICH LICHT,
Class of 1971 was predeceased by | Broth-
er JOHN-Class of “73. She is survived by
her Husband, 1 Son, 2 Daughters, 5 Grand-
children, 1 GreatGrandDaughter, 1 Sister-
DORENE BRUCE-Class of ‘86, 2 Broth-
ers: ANTHONY and ROBERT-Classes
unknown, other Relatives and Friends.

DOUGLAS S. “GATE” SAUNDERS,
Class of 1968 is survived by his Brothers:
DONALD and DAVID, Classes unknown,
2 Daughters, 2 StepSons, 6 Grandchildren,
other Relatives and Friends.

BARBARA ABBOTT ZIELINSKI,
Class of 1957 was predeceased by Brother
JAMES Class unknown. She is survived
by her Husband, 2 Sons: BRIAN-Class of
‘79, DANIEL Class of ‘80, 2 Daughters:
TERRI CZOSNYKA-Class of ‘81, TRACI-
Class of ‘84, 5 Grandchildren, 1 Brother
FRANK-Class of ‘61, other Relatives and
Friends. Barbara was a Nurse at South Da-
vis Elementry School during her career.

Indicates a former member of
Military or Law Enforcement

A L UMN.I

MEMORIAMS

PAUL H. WINIECKI, K-12 Phy-
sical Educator, Health Teacher and Coach
(Basketball, Track, and Cross Country) in
the Orchard Park Central School District,
and the Recreation Director for the Town
of Orchard Park. He is survived by his
Wife, 3 Sons: TOM-cLASS OF ‘77, JO-
SEPH-Class of ‘81, DON-Class unknown,
Daughter-KATHY MARSHALL-Class of
79. 7 Grandchilden, other Relatives and
Friends.

STEVEN J. HAAS, Class of 1974 =
was predeceased by 1 Brother-DAVID-
Class of ‘72. He is survived by 1 Daugh-
ter, 1 Son, 2 Brothers: KINGSLEY-class of
“78, CHARLES-Class of ‘80, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

LEE D. WINTER, Class of 1973 is sur-
vived by his Wife, 1 Daughter, 1 Step-
Daughter, 7 Grandchildren, 2 Sisters: SU-
SAN ADCOCK-Class of ‘75, SANDRA
LEE-Class of ‘82, 2 Brothers: PAUL-Class
of “77, GEORGE-Class of ‘80, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

TOM KAWA, Class of 1966. He is sur-
vived by Relatives and Friends. No other
information was available.

PAUL WILK JR., Class of 1981. He is
survived by Relatives and Friends. No
other information was available.

MICHAEL (GEEPER) WOOD Class
of 1976. He is survived by Relatives and
Friends. No other information was avail-
able.

KEITH ELKINS, Class of 1951
is survived by his Wife, 2 Daughters, 2
Grandchildren, other Relatives and Friends.

JOHN CLARK DDS, Class of 1951 was
predeceased by i Sister-JANET WAR-
DEIN, Class of ‘56. He is survived by
his Wife, 3 Daughters: JEANNE CHO-
JNACKI-Class of ‘87, SALLY GREEN-
Class of ‘88, MARY K. HENDEE-Class
unknown, 7 Grandcildren, 1 Sister-MARY
LOU PATRICK-Class of ‘59, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

2021 SPRING DEAN’S LISTS
MOLLY CALPIN, JULIE FILIPSKI, ALEX-
ANDER FREILICHER, KATHRYN WIL-
LIAMS are named at Nazareth College.
MARIA LAURIA at Grove city College.

JASON KNAVEL at Edinboro University.
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CLASS LIAISONS

1948 - RUTH MURPHY MORROW
1949 - RITA HAAS WIDMAN
1951 - BARBARA BROTT MYERS
1953 - JOSEPH EISENRIED
1955 - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
1956 - RAE ANN FIX REESE and
MARIJORIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ
1957 - ALICE MARQUART and
JOYCE ROSENOW DIMITROFF
1958 - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON
1959 - RONNIE LOVE MAREAN
1960 - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT
1961 - GAIL SCHUELER KEDZIERSKI
1962 - TOM WEBBER, BRIAN BARNEY &
MARY ANN JENDRYSEK CREAN
1963 - RICH NASSOIY and
H. JOHN MARKULIS
1964 - CAROL HUPKOWICZ HARTWELL
1965 - MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS
1966 - JOHN SCHRODER
1967 - BARBARA VAYO CORDELL
1968 - PAM HINEMAN CAPUZZO
1969 - LINDA HINEMAN CAMPBELL
1972 - SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT
1973 - VICKIE CLARK WARHOL
1974 - MARY ANN CASERTA SUDA
1975 - GRANT BREKKE
1977 - CHERYL DAY McKINNEY
1978 - LINDA MAUL BABCOCK
1979 - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
1981 - LYNN EMMINGER
1983 - TRACY JANOWSKI TODARO
1985 - DAVID LACEY
1989 - RICHAELLE HARRIS REY
2008 - JESSICA GROGAN

If your class is not listed above, that
is because no one in your class has
stepped up to take on this position.
It’s not a difficult job. When it’s time
for your Class reunion, or any Class
event, the Liaison’s job is to inform
someone on the Alumni Association
Board. THAT’S ALL!

...Also, keep us informed when you
learn of a classmate’s passing or other
important happenings in your lives...

Please consider this and contact one of
the officers to tell us that you will be
the Liaison for your Class.

WE NEED MORE MEMBERS
AND LIAISON’S FOR THIS
CENTURY’S CLASSES TOO.

Please think about this and Please,
Tell Your Friends/Classmates

P A R K

NEW MEMBER FORM
PLEASE PRINT

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Town State Zip

Maiden Name Grad. Year

E-Mail Address

One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

LR R S S R SR S S R SR S S R S R SR S R SR S S SR

If You are willing to be a Liaison for your
Class Please fill out and include this next form

ALUMNI LIAISON Please Print

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Town State Zip

Maiden Name Grad. Year

E-Mail Address

One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

Please make ALL checks payable to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

A L UMN.I

Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know About the Alumni
Associaiton:

The Association has been chartered for
the purpose of a link for all Alumni of
the Orchard Park School System to each
other. It is you Alumni, who will make
it grow and prosper. The Officers are the
core of this organization but you, the
Members, are the true reason for our
‘being’.

Membershop is $10. per year, and is
open to anyone who has an interest in the
school whether it is as an attendee, grad-
uate, teacher, sstaff member, parent of a
Student...OR a one time cost of $150. for
a Lifetime membership. Your dues also
go towards supporting our Scholarships.

We publish a newsletter twice a year,
Spring and Fall,and would appreciate any
and all information that you can send to
us about events with your classes, the
passing of Classmates, Births, Anniver-
saries or anything you would like to share
with others. Another very Important part
of the Alumni Association are the Liai-
sons for each and every class. We need
you to assist us with important informa-
tion for your class. Please complete the
form on this page and become a Liaison
for our Class. It is our only link to your
class. Please make ALL checks payable
to: ORCHARD PARK ALUNI ASSOCIA-
TION and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

Please be susre to notify us of any

CHANGE OF LAST NAME AND/OR
ADDRESS PHONE, E-MAIL ETC.

ALUMNI ASSOC. OFFICERS

PRES. KAREN MYERS, CLASS OF 1975
978-502-6218 - karen@klmyers.com

PAST PRES. JOAN BACHERT LITWIN
716-662-5701 - Class of 1955
joanlitwin@mail

SCHOLARSHIP CHMN. AL SAGER
716-662-9413 - Class of 1958
alnsue99@yahoo.com

TREASURER JESSICA GROGAN
716-982-1428 - Class of 2008
csagrogan@gmail.com

SEC’Y/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
RAE ANN FIX REESE
716-822-8869 - Class of 1956
rreeseS6@roadrunner.com
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MEMORIAMS ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNUALJOINT REUNION

Note from Editor: [ need People to un-
derstand that the only names I place here
are the ones I am notified about or know
of personally. If You know of someone that
passes away, who attend OPHS, please
notifuy me and if possible give me at least
their Class year (if you know it). [ have
a “Yearbook” I can consult but the only
names there are for the people who took
the time to fill out the forms and return the
paperwork. There are people I know that
attended our school but they are not in that
book. If you can give me survivor informa-
tion too, that would be appreciated. There
is not always an obituary notice in the pa-
per or online to get this information from,
so I don't always have it (as you may see
in a notice here from time to time). If they
had been in the Military or Law Enforce-
ment, please tell me that too, so I can place
a Flag with their notice. I appreciate your
assistance with this.
Thank You - Rae Ann.

JAMES A, KLEIN, Class of 1964 passed
within a day or so of his Wife, and is also
predeceased by 1 Son and 2 Brothers.
He is survived by 3 Sons, 1 Daughter, 10
Grandchildren, 7 GreatGranchildren, other
Relatives and Friends.

DONNA REICH KLEIN, Class of 1964
passed within a day or so of her Husband
and is also predeceased by 1 Son. She is
survived by 3 Sons, 1 Daughter, 10 Grand-
children, 7 GreatGrandcildren, 1 Brother-
ROBERT-Class unknown, 2 Sisters: SHIR-
LEY McKENNA-Class of ‘67, LINDA
ROSS-Class of ‘75, other Relatives and
Friends.

NANCIE L. WARNING SAVILLE,
Class of 1950 was predeceased by her
Husband JAMES, Class of ‘43, 2 Sis-
ters: SALLY BIELER-Class of ‘46, BEA
BENDER-Class of ‘47. She is survived
by 4 Daughters: MARTHA LYNN SEAR-
LE-Class of ‘77, JANET LEWIS, PATTI
KELLER, LINDA CARTER-Classes Un-
known, 1 Son-JEFFREY-Class of ‘73, 1
Sister-PATRICIA YATES-Class of ‘43, 1
Brother-JACK WARNING-Class of ‘53,
13 Grandchildren, 21 GreatGrandchildren,
other Relatives and Friends.

Indicates a former member of
Military or Law Enforcement

WOMEN’S COMITTEE of the
ORCHARD PARK SYMPHONY
ANNOUNCES SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

The Women’s Committee of the Orchard
Park Symphoy has announced the winners
of the 53rd Annual Music Scholarsip com-
petition. The winers are ELIZABETH
MAYER on cello and ALEXA GIOIA on
voice. Both young Ladies are from Class of
2021. This year’s virtual audition was held
via Zoom on May 11. Each year since the
1960°’s the Women’s Committee spnsor’s
a Music Scholarship Competition inthe
amount of #2,000. Funds are raised through
their anual plant sale and car wash sale.
Professional music adjudicators listen to the
students and award scholarships accord-
ingly. Eligible students must attend either
the OP School District or be a resident of
Orcchard Park and attend a private school.
It recommended that students be member of
their school music organization(s).

Excerpted from the Orchard Park Bee

KATHRYN O’CONNOR, Class of 2012
has announced her engagement to KEV-
IN GRENDA. The wedding is planned in
Chautauqua, NY for June 4, 2022.

Excerpted from The Orchard Park Be

JOHN “JP” LUNN, Class of 1985 was
awarded PGA Professional of the Year
2020. This is the highest honor paid to a
PGA Professional. Overall performance as
a PGA Professional, level of service to the
MAPGA and to the Association, Leader-
ship Ability, promotion of the game of golf,
image as a PGA professional and ability to
inspire fellow PGA professionals, are some
of the criteria considered for this award.
He began his career as a caddy at the OP
Country Club when he was 12 years old. As
an amateur, JP was Boy’s Champion of the
Buffalo District Golf Association and com-
peted in the International Junion Masters
and was Junior Club Champion in Orchard
Park Country Club.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

2021 DEAN’S LIST

EMERY BAUN and BRANDON BRUSE-
HABER have both been anmed to dean’s
list for spring semester at LeMoyne College.

After much debate -- the Reunion gather-
ing scheduled for Orchard Park on 30 July
2021 had to be cancelled. Some OP Quaker
Day Events were still scheduled.

The next 60s/70s sponsored Reunion is
scheduled for Friday 29 July 2022 --
and will be held in conjunction with Quak-
er Days in OP. The Orchard Park American
Legion Hall that used to sponsor our Event
has been sold and other venue’s are being
looked at. Details next Spring!!

Also Class Members of ‘63 keep in mind
we intend to have our 60th HS Graduation
Reunion Commemoration in the Summer

0f2023!!! More to Follow!!
Stay Young and Healthy so We can
All Enjoy !!

H. John Markulis & Rick Nassoiy
OPHS Class of 1963

OP GRAD.-ALL AMERICAN

MATT KEANE, Class op.uaeRoniiareusedisa o
of 2021 was named
a USA Lacrosse All
American for his 2021
season. As a senior, he |
totaled 192 groundballs, :
tops in Section VI, an
won 157 draws, which
ranked him sixth among
Western New York boys
lacrosse players.

QUAKER MARCHING BAND

Playing Patriotic Tunes during Memorial
Day ceremony.

Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

A Msss of Christian Burial boats during three tours mV let-
was held this morning (March 4) nam, and also served
at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Roman Catholic Church for
e fcmcm of Or-
chard Park, who died >
1 at South Buffalo Marr:yHlsp e
tal fnllowmg a bri
r. Reese, an ard Park
H)gh thool graduat
he Us States Navy
mcluded three tours in the Viet-
nnnnnn had lived in Blasdell
fo Lh past 18 years. He was

A Buffalo native, he was born
on December 17, 1935, the son of
the late Vir-

se was a longtime
membe four Ledy of the Sac

aughters, Carrie V. LeFauve of

OP GRAD - GBSHOF - 2021

DEBORAH DOURLAIN, Class of 1979
was named to the Greater Buffalo Sports
Hall of Fame, Class of 2021. She is a state
record swimmer who went on to earn Divi-
sion I and III All-American honors.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee
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Al Sager, Class of 1958, Scholarship Chairman

While many of the routines at Orchard Park High School were not back to normal and
we were unable to conduct interviews as we had prior to the pandemic, the 2021 scholar-
ship process was successful. We had 117 applications, which was comparable to the 121
received last year. We were able to award five scholarships totaling $4,000. This brought
the total amount awarded by the alumni association to $59,750 since the inception of our

scholarship program in 1998.

Bryce McCandless was awarded a $2,000 scholarship given by the O’Grady family in

memory of Mary Kay.

Kay O’Grady Wolfe. He is a national merit scholar and was in the top ten in his graduating
class. Bryce will be attending SUNY Fredonia to study musical composition. Encouraged
by members of the Quaker Marching Band to join their ranks, he soon became involved
with all things musical from fiddle club to chamber orchestra. From there he developed a
strong interest in composing music. Bryce hopes to use the power of music to lessen the

effects of Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia.

Emma Brown won the $500 Elmer Handel Memorial Scholarship. Millicent Handel Wil-
son (Class of 1958) and Geoffrey Handel (Class of 1964) provided funds from the Elmer
Handel Endowment Fund. Emma will be attending the University of Buffalo to study
Mathematics Adolescent Education. She was a four year member of the Academy of Fi-
nance and was a member of the National Honor Society. In the Girl Scouts, she achieved
the Gold Award, their highest honor. Emma focused her Gold Award project on financial
literacy. She created a multi-media presentation for young middle school girl scouts to

teach the importance of money.

Steven Gorczynski is the winner of the Albert Marcus LeMessurier Memorial Grant, a
$500 scholarship funded by the LeMessurier family. He was a member of the National
Honor Society and for three years was a member of the Media Club that broadcasts QTV’s
morning announcements. Steven has taken several OPHS media arts classes, and has com-
pleted two years of Computer Aided Drafting and Design. For five years he has been tak-
ing art lessons with a focus on animation from an artist to improve his drawing skills. He
plans to attend ECC majoring in Communication and Media Arts for his first year and then
transfer to Alfred State College for a degree in Digital Media and Automation.

Natalie Destro and Anna Childs were awarded $500 scholarships by the OP Alumni As-
sociation. Natalie will be attending SUNY Binghamton to study psychology. She was on
both the soccer and lacrosse teams and was in the Cancer Awareness, Outreach and Varsity
Clubs. She was Co- Captain of the girl’s soccer team and earned a Sportsmanship Award.
Natalie was a member of the National Honor Society as well as the Spanish and Latin
Honor Societies. Her goal is to become a psychologist so she can help people struggling
with mental illness. Anna Childs will be attending St. John Fisher College to major in biol-
ogy and to work towards a career to benefit others. Anna has acquired a love of working
with kids and loves medicine and science. She is looking forward to a career combining
both. While working at the OP Library she gained communication and customer service
skills. She enhanced her leadership ability as a camp counselor and sports coach for the

Orchard Park Recreation Department.

If you would like to send a contribution to benefit truly outstanding students like those who
were awarded scholarships in 2021, please consider sending a tax deductible contribution

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCITATION

to:

PO BOX 928 - ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

Begin nothing until you have considered how it is to be finished.

Author unknown

A L UMN.I

TREASURER’S REPORT

As these uncertain times continue we ap-
preciate your unwavering support of the
Alumni Association. As of 1 of September
2021, we have $15,930 of cash. Please
note that we count on the annual Alumni
contributions as well as the contributions
from generous individuals and class fun-
draising activities to maintain a strong or-
ganization which is able to provide various
scholarships to Orchard Park students. We
hope that you will continue to support our
organization which allows the students of
Orchard Park the opportunity to experience
higher education.

Thanks, Jessica Grogan, Treasurer

2020 ATHLETIC HALL
OF FAME INDUCTEES

The Orchard Park High School Athletic
Department is pleased to announce the
2020 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees.

The selection committee has chosen the follow-
ing individuals among many student-athletes,
coaches and administrators who have contrib-
uted to Orchard Park’s long and proud tradition
of excellence in the area of scholastic athletics:
This year’s inductees are Jon Corto (Class of
2003), Ron Henning (Class of 1974), Ni-
cole Lipp Duffin (Class of 1997), Jerold
Myers (Class of 1950), Jacqueline Sulli-
van (Class of 1981), Walt Stefani (Coach)
and the 1988 Orchard Park Varsity Base;
ball Team. CONGRATULATIONS ALL*

Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

O.P. CHAMBER SCHOLARSHIPS

The Orchard Park Chamber of Commerce has
announced the recipients of the 2021 Academy
of Finance Scholarship They recognize seniors
who demonstrate academc excellence leader-
ship and service to their school and community.
AVA SAVARINO, who will attend John Carroll
University in the fall, will receive $1,000 schol-
arship. The Sue Hinners Memorial Scholarship
recognizes an Orchard Park senior girl and boy
who have earned the highest overall academic
average in the BOCES program and arecontinu-
ing their education full time. This year’s win-
ners are ALYSSA MINGLE and ZACHARY
PUSATIER. Mingle plans to attend University
at Buffalo. Pusatier will be attending SUNY
Erie Community Colege. Each student will re-
ceive a $1,000 scholarship to be applied to teir
college expenses. CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee
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Whenever you begin to question or doubt who you are, or your own worth, or your purpose...always remember: “You are enough...
You don’t need another person, place or thing to make you whole. God already did that. Your job is to know it.” - Maya Angelou

“BE KINDER THAN NECESSARY, FOR EVERYONE YOU MEET IS FIGHTING SOME KIND OF BATTLE” --unknown
O RCHARD P A R K A L UMN.I

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERS

JENNIE ADAMS - THOMAS D. ALCORN - CHRISTOPHER S. BEALE - JENNIFER MARKULIS BERKE
PATRICIA McCARTHY BENNINGHOFF - GEORGE BIGENWALD - NANCY STEIGER BRASWELL - SUSAN BRAY- MARY BRILL - JON BRITAIN
SALLY RUNDLE BROWN - NANCY BURNS - ALBERT COOLEY III - BARBARA CORDELL - JAMES DUNN
BERT DUNN & MARY KELLY DUNN - ROGER W. DURANT - VICTORIA D’ANGELO - CAROLE L. DWYER
DALE ECKL & SHIRLEY ROSENTHAL ECKL - TIMOTHY FINLEY - CAROL APEL FRIDMANN - GARY GATES - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
KAREN KABEL GINGHER - JESSICA GROGAN - DONALD DOMINIC GUSTAFERRO - CLAUDIA HAMILTON - PHYLLIS HARTLOFF
WILLIAM J. HEICHBERGER - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT - - FRANCIS HOGANKAMP & SANDRA HOGANKAMP
RICK JENNINGS - LAURIE WARNING KITCHEN - MARGIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ - JOHN LAURIE - JAMES LeMESSURIER - DON LAKS
RAY LAKS - JO ELLEN LANG - CAROL O’CONNOR LINK - JOAN BACHERT LITWIN - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
H. JOHN MARKULIS - BLANCHE McGIVERON - JOHN J. MILLS - BARBARA MILLER - GLORIA HARTLOFF MILLER - TOM MORROW
MARTHA MUCK - KAREN MYERS-HACKEM - RICHARD E. NASSOIY - A. DAVID NIXON - COLLEN O’CONNOR(-WALKER)

KAREN PARIS - DAVID A. PETRILLO - DIANE R. PISCOPO - DAVID PETERS & MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS - RAE ANN FIX REESE
FRANK RINGQUIST - MARY LYNN JOHNSON ROURKE - DAVID SCHWEDT - JOAN SPENCER - RICHARD STEEL - CAROL YOUNG STRUCK
MARY ANN CASSERTA SUDA - RICHARD SULLIVAN - SCOTT M. SUROWIEC - JEFFREY SWARTZ - KATHLEEN KAMM SWARTZ
CHARLES STODDART - CAROL BELURGI THORNTON - JAMES STELLRECHT & SUSAN ERRINGTON STELLRECHT
SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT - MARTHA VARGO - JUDITH D’ANGELO VASSIE - THOMAS WEBBER- GEORGE WALLACE and
TERRY O’GRADY WALLACE - MARGARET CURRAN WATROUS - JACKIE LAUDISO WAZNY - BONNIE MAUL WINKLER - RITA HAAS WIDMAN
- KAREN NAREAU WIEBE - MICHAEL W. WILCOX - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON - MARILYN WOLF ZENTZ - MARY ZINTZ

MEMORIAM - A. WATSON BRAY - NORMA GEITTER - THOMAS KABEL - RICHARD J. KLISIEWICZ - NANCY BEAL HOCH
PENELOPE ARBER LYONS - GAIL NEHR O’CONNOR - PAUL SWEET - ALBERT SWARZ SR. - ROBERT ZENTZ
NAN ACKERMAN
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF COLLEGE

ZACHARY GRAULICH - Class of 2010 — The winner of a schol-
arship sponsored by the 60’s/70’s OP Annual Reunion describes his
first semester as an Accounting major at John Carroll University.

It was late August and I was preparing my things to get ready
for college. I had done the shopping trips and was getting all of my
things in order. Then I received an email from the dean of John Car-
roll University. The email stated that because of the Covid situation
in Cleveland, the school would be going fully remote for the dura-
tion of the first semester. This was a shock for me to read, as I now
had to watch all my friends depart to their respective colleges while
I stayed home. Luckily, I have some friends that go to the University
of Buffalo and Erie Community College that were still at home, so |
still had people to hang out with.

The first semester was a very weird period of time for me. My
first day of classes as a college student entailed me clicking on a
zoom link to commence my college career. Thankfully, all my teach-
ers were good, and I felt very prepared for college thanks to my time
at Orchard Park High School. My classes went by quickly, especially
considering that I was used to being in classes six hours a day in high
school and would now only have two to three hours of classes. When
my friends returned home for their winter breaks, I couldn’t believe
that a full semester had gone by.

For the Spring semester, John Carroll announced that students
would once again be returning to campus. As I write this, I am of-
ficially one month into my time physically being at John Carroll.
Things definitely aren’t completely normal, but it still feels good to
be on campus and getting a college experience. John Carroll current-
ly uses a hybrid model for classes, so I have some in-person classes,
and some classes that still take place over Zoom. It was very strange
to be in a classroom for the first time in almost a year, but it felt good
to be back. It has been enjoyable for me to meet the other students on
campus and start to form new relationships.

I look forward to continuing my time at John Carroll and main-
tain a very positive attitude for the future. As it is currently the mid-
dle of winter and the Covid situation still isn’t great, I feel as though
things can only continue to get better. The weather will be getting
better and so will the Covid situation. If college is enjoyable now, |
can’t imagine how awesome it will be when things return to normal.

I would like to end by offering my gratitude to the OP Alumni
Scholarship Committee for helping to provide me with this great op-
portunity to attend John Carroll University.

OP GRAD. CLASS 2021

Last night, June 24th the Orchard Park High School
Class of 2021 graduated at Highmark Stadium.

Congratulations Graduates!
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SAMUEL HELLERT - Class of 2020 — The winner of the El-
mer Handel Memorial Scholarship describes his first semester as
a Science Teaching major at Buffalo State College.

Greetings, my name is Sam Hellert and I'm a freshman at
Buffalo State College. The start of the school year has always
been a stressful one for many students. Overall, I was a bit ner-
vous coming into the big leagues of college, also considering
the corona virus outbreak, almost everything was done online.
With no orientation planned or any first conversation exchanges
with professors and the staff that work with me, it was a new
experience. Regardless, the transition between high school and
college was one that was surprisingly smooth, despite the com-
plications the world was in and still is in today.

Most of my classes are online and allow me to have a flex-
ible schedule. This first semester, I was still able to work for my
part-time employer, Tops Friendly Markets. This meant I was
able to financially control my situation with college, which is
something I’m thankful for. Not many students are able to con-
trol their financial situation with the number of bills they have to
pay without a cash flow. It’s become a goal of mine to graduate
from college with no debt or student loans, it’s very achievable
for me too.

College life as a commuter isn’t what is normal today com-
pared to before the global pandemic. I didn’t have to drive to
school every day to go to my classes, which in turn allows me
more study time, homework time, and free time. The first semes-
ter of college I had two science classes rotating on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. They were taught by the same teach-
er, Mr. Williams, in the same room, so I always took the same
route to class and parked my car in the same parking lot every
single class. The workload wasn’t as hard as I thought it would
be, but that’s because teachers around this time were still adapt-
ing to teaching online and with students six feet apart. My online
classes were asynchronous, with no required on-site meetings,
which meant college worked around my schedule.

One thing that surprised me about my first impressions of
college was how many students I have met that are undecided
in what major they want to pursue. I’ve always wanted to be a
science teacher, specifically Earth Science, and from day one I
have received a ‘road trip map’ that shows what classes to take
when so I can learn the best information for my major with cer-
tain classes. This releases a ton of the anxiety I had going into
college. I was worried about how hard it was going to be to un-
derstand what classes would be useful for my major.

One piece of advice I can give for the next class of students is
to try and understand what field of interest you want to get into.
It doesn’t have to be Mathematics or sciences, nor does it have
to be a language. Understanding what you enjoy in life and how
you can create a career out of it is very important. Don’t stress
too much about the first year in college, a little bit of stress is
healthy.

“It’s not the hours you put in,
but what you put into the hours that count.”

Author Unknown.
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CLASS OF 197 1-50 YEARS

The 1971
Orchard Park ==~
50th Class

Reunion as

held Friday,
August 20th $
and Saturday, 4
August 21st. ‘

The commlttee cons1sted of 12 members w1th Tony Zappta, as Chair-
man and Sally Schmitt Pyne as Treasurer. Attendance was good with 76
classmates and with spouses our attendance number reached was 102.
The Friday night Icebreaker was held at Riverworks on Ganson Street in
Buffalo at 6:30 pm with dinner from Buffalo’s Best along with a cash bar.
The Saturday picnic was held at Wings Meeting Place on California Rd
in Orchard Park at 3:00 pm. Chicken BBQ dinner was served at 4:00 pm
and the Quiz Master Show was scheduled for immediately after dinner.
The band consisted primarily of OP classmates and called the “The Un-
called Four”. Name tags with high school pictures and names helped to
make quick introductions and a Memorial board was made in honor of
those who we lost over the last 50 years. During the 2 day event 50/50
raffles were held and made it possibly for our class to make a generous
donation to Wings Flights of Hope.

Karen Smith Marshall, Class of 1971
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CLASS OF 1951 70 YEARS

The OPHS Class
of 1951 has come
through the covid
experience well and
is celebrating our P &
70th school reunion!
We keep in touch | *
with Ginny and Mel |
Bley,Norma Erhardt
and Marion Wujek. Would like to hear from other classmates
with their news. Contact: Sue Bray at 716-783-1961 or write
Sue Bray at 1 Fox Run, Orchard Park, NY 14127. In appre-
ciation of our high school experience, Class of ‘51 is mak-
ing a contribution to the OPHS Alumni Scholarship Fund in
memory of our classmates who are no longer with us.

Pictured above are: L to R sitting: Margaret Johnston
Meyer, Beverly VanOver, Esther Behrns Lockhart, Yvonne
Oudal Rhodes. L to R standing: Marlis Riemer Moracci,
Carol Miller, susan Wiesner Bray, Helen Meid Boldt, Judy
Hartloftf Greskowiak and Barbara Brott Myers.

Barbara Brott Myers - Class of ‘51 Liaison

CLASS OF 1981 - 40 YEARS

CLASS OF 1975 - 46 YEARS

The weekend before Quaker Days festivities, the Orchard Park Class
of 1975 held its 45th reunion, one year delayed due to the global pan-
demic. More than 80 alumni and guests (out of a class of 500+) enjoyed
activities over three days, including a wine tasting 22 July at Pellicano
Vineyards in Hamburg; an ice breaker at the Armor Tap Room 23 July;
a hike at Chestnut Ridge Park to the eternal flame; golf outing and out-
door luncheon at Harvest Hills, catered by B&W on Saturday, 24 July.
At the Friday night event, classmate Ann Marie (Breen) Polec, CEO
of SunBlossom Entertainment, produced a video tribute [1] to class-
mates who had passed as well as a video retrospective [2] of the events,
activities and people who shaped the experiences of many classmates.
Annette Mangino donated shot glasses and Firebrand for a memo-
rial toast. Special thanks to the planning committee members Grant
Brekke, Gretchen van de Carr, Terry Cymerman Manscuk, Robyn
(Termer) Young, and many others who donated their time, raffle prizes
(thank you Sam Butera), and cookies by Dawn Nicoloff Fiato Flem-
ing. For more information about future Class of 1975 activities, visit
OPclassof75.0rg or the OP Class of 1975 Facebook page.

Here are the 2 links to videos taken at our events:
https://vimeo.com/572851495/9b597eb271 and
https://vimeo.com/577370846

Submitted by Karen Myers-Hackem, Class of ‘75.

In the mldst of the COVID pandemic (somethlng none of us
had experienced before) the class of 1981 reunion committee
met with masks on and tried to plan a fun/successful 40th year
reunion for their classmates. We didn’t know what it would
look like, but really wanted to give our class the opportunity
to get together and have some fun; especially with everything
that had gone on in the past year.

The committee planned the reunion to be held at the Wings
Meeting Place on California Road in Orchard Park, NY
(owned by OPHS 19881 alum Diane (Pirritano) DeMarco.
Both The Byrd House and Wings Meeting Place allowed us to
meet in their businesses to do the planning. The committee
searched very hard to try to get information out to all of the
classmates (and we are still searching for some for the next
one). The date was set for July 16th and 17th, 2021. Friday
night was a Miss Buffalo Ride and/or a social gathering at The
Byrd House (owner Brendan Biggane OPHS alum) which
was well attended. The picnic on the 17th had lots of food,
entertainment by The Quiz Master, basket raffle (baskets do-
nated by many of our classmates and some businesses which
was to raise money for a memorial donation for our fallen
classmates) a memorial table, and beautiful decorations. The
day came and it was a cold rain, so our event was moved in-
side. The committee received rave reviews from those that
could attend. There were lots of smiles, laughter and photos
taken!! Until we meet again, stay safe and healthy! (Sadly,
space does not allow me to list other Planners for our events.)

Submitted by - Lynn Emminger, Class of ‘81.



