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MISSION - GUIDING PRINCIPLES - GOALS

WE WILLGIVE OUR STUDENTS THE VISION TO REACH FOR THE STARS.
THE SKILLS AND FORTITUDE TO CLIMB THE LADDER.
AND THE WISDOM TO APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF THE JOURNEY.

Message from the President
Dear Fellow OPHS Alumni, Who would have guessed that “back to school” at OPHS in the
Fall of 2020 would mean a split school to reduce student capacity 50 percent by alternating
classes between every other day at school and learning at home? Yet, that’s a huge leap for-
ward from the cancellation of in-school activities from March through June this year due to
the COVID-19 global pandemic.

In six months’ time, we have become nostalgic for our simple routines, former so-
cial interactions, and for the many milestones missed or significantly altered. We are sad
for those who have suffered or lost loved ones from this illness. We regret that our Class of
2020 seniors have neither photos nor memories of spring sporting events, senior prom, or
walking across the stage at Kleinhan’s Music Hall for graduation cheers from family and
friends. For OPHS Alumni, we’re disappointed that there were no reunion events, no Quaker
Days, and no annual gathering at the American Legion.

Technology — particularly video conferencing communications (the company named
“Zoom has also become a verb) — has kept us together more than imagined. Although the OP
Alumni Association Scholarship Committee was unable to hold the customary face-to-face
interviews this year, they were still able to identify many outstanding students to receive our
annual scholarships. We encourage alumni to keep such outstanding students in mind when
we ask for your continued support of the association and of the scholarship fund next year,
since the usual fund raising events did not take place this year.

As we approach the end of 2020, we hold dearly the hope that the rhythms and relation-
ships in our lives will be enriched by the daily practice of caring and kindness for everyone,
regardless of race, religion, politics, ability or social status. Let’s work together construc-
tively and collaboratively to make this vision a reality.

Sincerely - Karen Myers-Hackem, Class of 1957 - President, OPHS Alumni Association

OUR SCHOOL’s

PLEASE REMEMBER _
TO RENEW YOUR ANTI-BULLYING PLEDGE
1. We Will not bully others.

ALUMNI ASSOCIA-
_T;I_O_I\_I M]_El_VI_]?]:Zl}_SI—I_IE’_ 2. We Will help students who are bulied.
$10 per year - EACH Year 3. We Will include students who are left
by/before JUNE 30th OR out.
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 4. If somebody is being bullied, we Will
for a One Time cost of $150. tell an adult at school and an adult at
home.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Rae Ann Fix Reese, Class of 1956

Please check the rostr to be sure your
information is correct, and contact me
if it’s not. If you DO NOT want your
phone # and/or email address included
in the roster, be sure to tell me. If ev-
erythingis good, you can tell me that
too...then I am a Happy Camper.

NOTICE: I WOULD APPRECIATE
IT IF THOSE MEMBERS WHO
ARE CLASS LIAISONS WOULLD
SEND ME THEIR E-MAIL AD-
DRESSES SO IF I NEED TO CON-
TACT THEM...I CAN.

REMINDER: 1 depend on YOU to
keep me informed of things happening
in your lives and that of your Class-
mates, ie: engagements, marriages,
new babies, jobs etc., and also...if a
Classmate passes away. I have learned
it’s important to most people to know
when a Classmate has passed away...
just call me or email me...even if there
has been a passage of time.

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY ME
WHEN YOU CHANGE ADDRESS-
ES, EMAIL &/OR PHONE #’s
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MEMORIAMS MEMORIAMS MEMORIAMS

From time to time I am made aware of the
passing of someone connected to OPHS and
when I do, I will post a Memorial for them,
even though some time has passed.

JOHANNA TAGGERT MESSORE,
Class of 1954 was survived by her Hus-
band, 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 2 GrandDaugh-
ters, other Relatives and Friends.

JOHN PALISANO, Class of 1954 was
predeceased by 1 Sister. He is survived
by 3 Daughters, 5 Sons, 18 Grandchildren,
3.5 GreatGrandchildren, 1 Sister-JOYCE
CANTOR-Class of ‘58, 1 other Sister, oth-
er Relatives and Friends.

DOROTHY BAILEY SZAROWSKI,
Class of 1981 is predeceased by her Fa-
ther. She is survived by 1 Son, 1 Daughter,
2 GrandDaughters, her Mother,3 Sisters:
Nancy-C;ass of ‘72, KATHY WORTH-
Class of ‘70, DONNA NOELL-Class Un-
known, 1 Brother-JIM-Class of ‘75, other
Relatives and Friends.

MEGAN MARY LYONS ESQ., Class of
1999 was predeceased by her Father. She
is survived by her Mother, 2 Sisters, other
Relatives and Friends.

JOSEPH T. ROZWOOD, Class of 1985
is survived by his Sister NICOLE DiCIOC-
CIO-Class of ‘88, other Relatives and
Friends.

KATHIE ERIKKLA LEITZ-Class of
1961 was predeceased by 1 Daughter. She
is survived by her Husband JIM-Class of
‘61, 2 Sons, 9 Grandchildren, 4 Sisters:
MARGARET BALDWIN-Class of ‘57,
BETH HOLMES-Class of ‘59, BARBA-
RA DITLOW-Class of ‘66, CAROLYN
KIDD-Class of ‘67, 1 Brother BOB-Class
Unknown, other Relatives and Friends.

WAYNE D. FLICK, Class of 1958 was
predeceased by his Wife. He is survived
by 4 Daughters, 2 sons, 15 Grandchildren,
7 GreatGrandchildren, 3 Brothers: ROB-
ERT-Class of ‘58, WARREN-Class of ‘62,
WILLIAM-Class of ‘71, other Relatives
and Friends.

GEORGE “RUSTY” RUSSELL, Class
of 1950 is survivedl Brother: PETER-
Class of ‘53, other Relatives and Friends.

JOSEPH T. ROZWOOD, Class of 1985
is survived by his Sister NICOLE D. Di-
CIOCCIO, Class of ‘88, other Relatives
and Friends.

MA SCHNEIDER, Class of
1977=== was predeceased by 1 Brother:
DONALD-Class of ‘83, 1 Grandchild. He
is survived by his Wife, 2 Daughters, 1 Son,
3 Grandchildren, 5 Sisters inc: CHRISTIE
FLYE-Class of ‘85, 2 Brothers, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

MARK JOSEPH SCHROEDER, Class of
1983 is survived by his Wife, 1 Son, 2 Daugh-
ters, 1 Sister, other Relatives and Friends.

PAUL H. WINIECKI former OP
Teacher is survived by his Wife, 3 Sons, 1
Daughter, 7 Grandchildren, 1 Brother, 2 Sis-
ters, other Relatives and Friends.

DAVID M. “Wags” WAGNER - Class
of 1974 is survived by his Wife-DIAN
HAUSERMAN WAGNER-Class of ‘78, 1
Sister-PAUHLA CLARK-Class of ‘69, 2
Brothers:GORDON JR., PETER-Classes un-
known, other Relatives and Friends.

DOLORES UJVRI BORCHERT, Class of
1962 was predeeased by 1 Brother-JOSEPH,
Class of ‘60. She is survived by her Hus-
band WILLIAM-Class of ‘58, 3 Daughters:
ELIZABETH REILLY-Class of ‘82, DEBO-
RAH GANNON-Class of ‘83, MICHELLE
LORENZO-Class of ‘86, 1 Son-WILLIAM-
Class of ‘84, 1 Sister-JOANN CRUVER-
Class of ‘59, 1 Brother-JOHN-Class of ‘64,
other Relatives and Friends.

R H. GRAVIUS, Class of 1958

is survived by his Wife SYLVIA
MORRIS, class unknown, 1 Son, 1 Sister-
MARY ANN GRAVIUS, Class of ‘47, other
Relatives and Friends.

JOHN BOLDT - Class of 1963 was
predeceased by 1 Brother. He is survived
by his Wife, 2 Daughters, 1 Grandchild, 3
Brothers: BILL-Class of ‘68, CHARLES
and WALTER-both of Class of ‘72, 1 Sister
MARY JANE LIBERATORE-Class of ‘68,
other Relatives and Friends.

KATHERINE “KATHY” WORLD, Class
of 1967 is survived by Relatives and many
Friends. No other information is available.

CYNTHIA POHLMAN, Class of 1986 is
survived by 1 Son, 1 Daughter, 2 Sisters:
karol rejman-Class of ‘79, KIM KOSCI-
ELNIAK-Class of ‘81, other Relatives and
Friends.

Indicates a former member of
Military or Law Enforcement

EUGENE PATRICK HAUSER &
Class of 1970 was predeceased by 2
Brothers:RICHARD , ROBERT-Classes
unknown, CATHERINE GOODSELL-
Class of ‘68. He is survived by 7 Sisters:
BEVERLY MAZUR-Class of ‘58, MARY
GACA’Class of ‘64, DOROTHY KNAU-
ER-Class of ‘66, BARBARA MOESCH-
Class of ‘71, MARGARET ROGOWSKY-
Class of “72. NANCY WEISS-Class of
‘79, RENEE GEUSLER-Class of 82, 7
Brothers: RAYMOND-Class of ‘53, RON-
ALD-Class of 62, FRANCIS-Class of ‘67,
GEORGE-Class of ‘75, NEAL -Class of
“78, ROY and NORMAN-Classes un-
known, other Relatives and Friends.

ANTOINETTE (TONI) PAWELA
FRANKLIN, Class of 1959 was prede-
ceased by | Brother THOMAS, Class of
70. She is survived by her Husband, 1 son,
1 Daughter, 6 Siblings:MARY LOU SIM-
ONE-Class of ‘56, BETTY WEIDNER,
Class of ‘57, ANTHONY-Class of’61,
BARBARA MACADAMS-Class of’63,
JAMES-Class of ‘65, NANCY WOODS-
Class of ‘68, other Relatives and Friends.

MARVIN K. SCHNEIDER,——Class
of 1977 was predeceased by 1 Brothr DON-
ALD-Class of ‘83, 1 Grandson. He was
survived by his Wife, 2 Daughters, 1 Son,
3 Grandchildren, 4 Sisters: CHRISTIE
FLYE-class of ‘85, HOLLY, MICHELLE,
KATHY-Classes unknown, 3 Brothers:
JON-Class of ‘84, Bruce, Bill-Classes un-
known, other Reltives and Friends.

STANLEY SCHUSTER, Class of 1974
was predeceased by his Father, 1 Brother-
ROY-Class of “75. He was survived by his
Mother other Relatives and Many Friends.

SCOTT McKAY, Class of 1998 was sur-
vived by his Wife, 1 Son, Parents, Grand-
Parents, other Relatives and Friends.

ROBERT SZCZYGIEL, Class of 1981
is survived by Relatives and Friends. No
other information is available.

NANCY BEAL HOCH, Class of 1959
is survived by 4 Sons, 9 GrandChildren,2
Sisters: JOAN SCAFFIDI-Class of 52,
SALLY WALES-Class of ‘61, other Rela-
tives and Friends.

N A. SCHWEITZER, Class of 1974
is survived by 1 Daughter, 1 Son,
3 GrandDaughters, 1 Brother-DONALD,
Class of “79, other Relatives and Friends.
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CLASS LIAISONS

1947 - MARY ANN GRAVIUS
1948 - RUTH MURPHY MORROW
1949 - RITA HAAS WIDMAN
1951 - BARBARA BROTT MYERS
1953 - JOSEPH EISENRIED
1955 - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
1956 - RAE ANN FIX REESE and
MARJORIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ
1957 - ALICE MARQUART and
JOYCE ROSENOW DIMITROFF
1958 - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON
1959 - RONNIE LOVE MAREAN
1960 - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT
1961 - GAIL SCHUELER KEDZIERSKI
1962 - TOM WEBBER, BRIAN BARNEY &
MARY ANN JENDRYSEK CREAN
1963 - RICH NASSOIY and
H. JOHN MARKULIS
1964 - CAROL HUPKOWICZ HARTWELL
1965 - MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS
1966 - JOHN SCHRODER
1967 - BARBARA VAYO CORDELL
1968 - PAM HINEMAN CAPUZZO
1969 - LINDA HINEMAN CAMPBELL
1972 - SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT
1973 - VICKIE CLARK WARHOL
1974 - MARY ANN CASERTA SUDA
1975 - GRANT BREKKE
1977 - CHERYL DAY McKINNEY
1978 - LINDA MAUL BABCOCK
1979 - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
1981 - LYNN EMMINGER
1983 - TRACY JANOWSKI TODARO
1985 - DAVID LACEY
1989 - RICHAELLE HARRIS REY
2008 - JESSICA GROGAN

If your class is not listed above, that
is because no one in your class has
stepped up to take on this osition. It’s
not a difficult job. When it’s time
for your Class reunion, or any Class
event, the Liaison’s job is to inform
someone on the Alumni Association
Board. THAT’S ALL!

...Also, keep us informed when you
learn of a classmate’s passing or other
important happenings in yur lives...

Please consider this and contact one of
the officers to tell us that you will be
the Liaison for your Class.

WE NEED MORE MEMBERS
AND LIAISON’S FOR THIS
CENTURY’S CLASSES TOO.

Please think about this and Please,
Tell Your Friends/Classmates

P A R K

NEW MEMBER FORM
PLEASE PRINT

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Town State Zip

Maiden Name Grad. Year

E-Mail Address

One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

L R S R R SR SR S R SR SR SR SR SR R SR S R SR R S S R

If You are willing to be a Liaison for your
Class Please fill out and include this next form

ALUMNI LIAISON Please Print

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Town State Zip

Maiden Name Grad. Year

E-Mail Address

One Phone Number

(Please note if you do not want your email and/or your
phone # posted in the Alumni Roster in the Newsletter.)

Please make ALL checks payable to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

A L UMN.I

Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know About the Alumni
Associaiton:

The Association has been chartered for
the purpose of a link for all Alumni fo
the Orchard Park School System to each
other. It is you alumni, who will make it
grow and prosper. The Officers are the
core of this organization but you, the
Members, are the true reason for our
‘being’.

Membershop is $10. per year, and is
open to anyone who has an interest in the
school whether it is as an attendee, grad-
uate, teacher, sstaff member, parent of a
Student...OR a one time cost of $150. for
a Lifetime membership. Your dues also
go towards supporting our Scholarships.

We publish a newsletter twice a year,
Spring and fall,and would appreciate any
and all information that you can send to
us about events with your classes, the
passing of Classmates, Births, Anniver-
saries or anything you would like to share
with others. Another very Important part
of the Alumni Association are the Liai-
sons for each and every class. We need
you to assist us with important informa-
tion for your class. Please complete the
form on this page and become a Liaison
for our Class. It is our only link to your
class. Please make ALL checks payable
to: ORCHARD PARK ALUNI ASSOCIA-
TION and mail to:

ORCHARD PARK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 928
ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127

Please be susre to notify us of any

CHANGE OF LAST NAME AND/OR
ADDRESS PHONE, E-MAIL ETC.

ALUMNI ASSOC. OFFICERS

PRES. KAREN MYERS, CLASS OF 1975
978-502-6218- karen@klmyers.com

PAST PRES. JOAN BACHERT LITWIN
716-662-5701 - Class of 1955
joanlitwin@gmail.com

VICE PRES. - AL SAGER and
SCHOLARSHIP CHMN.-Class of 1958
716-662-9413 OR alnsue99@gmail.com

TREASURER JESSICA GROGAN
716-982-1428 - Class of 2008
csagrogan@gmail.com

SEC’Y/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
RAE ANN FIX REESE
716-822-8869 - Class of 1956
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2019 - 2020 BEE MALE ATHLETE,
OF THE YEAR

TINO MANCABELLI Class of 2020 was
recently chosen as The Bee’s Male Ath-
lete of the Year for 2019-2020. He was a
standout on the basketball court and track,
as well as a contributor on a boys soccer
squad that upset the No. 1 seed in the Class
AA tournament to earn a trip to the section-
al final. He would have earned his 16th
career varsity letter for the Covid-19 can-
celled outdoor track and field season this
past spring. “One thing that really steps
him above everyone else and that [ think
makes him tremendous athlete is his work
ethic. Tino was always the hardest work-
ing kid in the room”. said Chris Frankow-
ski, varsity basketball coach. “He’s not
the loudest vocal guy in the room, but his
work ethic and the fact that he s the hardest
working one just sets ho above everybody
else, ” said Frankowski.

excerpted from the Orchard Park Bee

QUAKER SWIMMING & DIVING
TEAM - BEE’S TEAM OF THE YEAR

GIRLS TEAMS: Claimed the Erie Coun-
ty Interscholstic Conference Class AA adn
Section VI Class A team titles then sent 10
athletes to the New York State Swimming
and Diving Championships.

BOYS TEAMS: claimed ECIC Class AA
and Section VI Class A championships of
their own. and also sent 10 athletes to the
state meet.

The overall domination in the pool is the
reason the boys and girls teams have been
selected as The Bee’s Co-Team of the
Year! excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

QUAKER SWIMMING & DIVING
TEAM - BEE’S TEAM OF THE YEAR

GIRLS TEAMS: Claimed the Erie
County Interscholstic Conference Class
AA adn Section VI Class A team titles
then sent 10 athletes to the New York
State Swimming and Diving Champi-
onships.

BOYS TEAMS: Claimed ECIC Class
AA and Section VI Class A champi-
onships of their own. and also sent 10
athletes to the state meet. The overall
domination in the pool is the reason the
boys and girls teams have been select-
ed as The Bee’s Co-Team of the Year!

excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee
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2019 - 2020 BEE FEMALE
ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

LEAH PASQUALETTI, Class of 2020
was recently chosen as The Bee’s Female
Athlete of the Year for 2019-2020. Her ac-
complishments as a pole vaulter are ‘peer-
less’. During this most recent indoor track
and field seasonshe captured her 2nd cnsec-
utive state championship when she cleared
13 feet at Ocean Breeze Athletic Complex
on Staten Island in early March. That came
on the heels of a Section VI title a couple
of weeks prior at Houghton College. As
if those achievements weren’t impressive
enoough, she then went national. In June,
at the Vaulter Magazine Stars and Stripes
Big Red Barn Meet held at the Vaulter Club
in Menifee, Ca., she soared to a girls na-
tional junior record of 14 feet-8.25inches
to claim the top pole vaulting spot in the
country. Her high-flying season is why she
has been selected as The Bee’s 2019-2020
Female Athlete of the Year. Lisa Sosnows-
ki, one of Leah’s coaches said the recent
graduate is a tireless worker who, despite
her indivvidual accolades, keeps the team
in focus.
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

2020 OPATHLETES STAND OUT

Four Orchard Park Quakers who are bound
for the college fields, courts and diamonds
are:. MEGAN GIESE, JACK HERATY,
MATT WAGNER and JOHN LANDER all
from Class of 2020.

GIESE will be attending Canisius to play
softball next year. She began playing at 8
years old when she played for an OP house
league, enjoyed it and joined a travel team.
She has played for the OP Starz and NY
Diamond Girls. She chose Canisius, be-
cause she always wanted to play in college,
and they have a good softball program and
a good teaching department. She plans to
major in early childhood education and
pursue a master’s degree.

HERATY will be running cross country
and track next year at SUNY Geneseo. He
began both cross country and track in mid-
dle school and said his passion for the sport
comes from the fact that running is all about
pushing one’s physical and mental bound-
aries. He cose Geneseo because he liked
the location, the team and the environment.
He plans to major in accounting or business
administration; pursue a master’s degree to
prepare for a career as a CPA.

WAGNER plans to play football at Alfred
University. He has been playing for 8 years
and started with the OP Little Loop Foot-
ball. He loves the physical nature of foot-
ball and the bonds that are created between

A L UMN.I

THE BEE’S 2019-2020 CONTEST
OF THE YEAR’

The Orchard park girls varsity basketball
team definitely rose to the occassion in
the biggest game of the season - the Sec-
tion VI Class AA championship. The No. 2
Lady Quakers trailed for much of the game
against the No. 5 Clarence, butin the wann-
ing moments, an and-one layup from Rach-
elMajor cut the deficit to 2 points; then a
buzzer-beating floater from Leah Harrigan-
sent the game into overtime where Orchard
Park took control and claimed a sectional
title.

Those last-minute heriocs earned, un-
der the bright lights of Buffalo State Col-
lege cemented the championship game as
The Bee’s selection for Contest of the Year.

excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

2020 ATHLETES con’t.:

WAGNER con’t.: teammates. He received
the 2019 Coach Gene Tundo Award and he
also received the Character Athlete of the
Game Award in 2019 and was a member of
the 2019 All Western New York Academic
Team. He cchose to attend Alfred because
it has a great finance program and soe of
the best facilities. Wagner is planning to
major in finance and use that major to find
a creer that he will enjoy.
LANDER: is also heading to the football
field at the next level as he plans to attend
Norwich University. He began playing flag
football at age 6 and started playingOP Lit-
tle Loop at 12. He said he loves the com-
petition that football involves, noting that
it captures a feeling for him that no other
sport does. He attributes his success to his
determination to always get better, and he
chose to play football in college becasue
he has alwys enjoyed it so much. He feels
that Norwich football has a reputation of a
very close brotherhood and he is looking
forward to that experience. He plans to
major in physical therapy with an emphasis
on sports training.

This year, 14 Orchard Park athletes
committed to continuing their sports ca-
reets at the college level...

excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee
LOYOLA UNIV. DEAN’S LIST

SANTINO PARLATO-Class of ‘16 and
ALLISON LEONARD - Class of ‘17,
have both been named to the dean’s list
for the 2020 spring semester at Loyola
University Maryland.

CONGRATULATIONS TO BOTH!!!
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee




O RCHARD P A R K A L UMN.I

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

Al Sager, Class of 1958, Scholarship Chairman

It goes without saying that the 2020 scholarship process was unlike any other year. As a result of the high school going to on-line instruc-
tion in the spring, we did not receive the applications until the end of April. This year there were 121 applications. Last year we received
141. We were able to award seven scholarships totaling $5,100, bringing the total awarded to $55,750 since the beginning of the alumni
scholarship program in 1998.

We were not able to conduct interviews for the first time due to the pandemic. While we missed meeting the candidates in person, we
were able to form a good impression of their achievements by reviewing their applications. Our final round of deliberations was made
immeasurably easier by a conference call set up by Terry Wallace so the judges could jointly confer.

Alexis Zawadzki was awarded a $2,000 scholarship given by the O’Grady family in memory of Mary Kay O’Grady Wolfe (Class of
1956). She will be attending SUNY Morrisville, majoring in Horticulture. Alexis was a member of the National Honor Society where
she tutored students. As a member of the Spanish Honor Society, she worked on fund raisers and learned about Hispanic culture. Alexis
was a member of the Indoor Track team and participated as a shot putter. Earlier in her high school career she earned the Girl Scout Silver
Award.

Tammy Do, Zachary Graulich, Madeline Roberts and Olivia Zachewicz were awarded $500 scholarships though the generous support of
the 60’s/70’s OP Annual Reunion. Tammy saw her parents selflessly work to secure an education for her brother and herself. She enjoyed
school activities including the OP Impact Club, which strives to bring school spirit to the high school. She also participated in the Cancer
Awareness Club, the Medical Careers Interest Group, the Gay, Straight Alliance and the National Honor Society. During the summer of
2019 she volunteered at St. Joseph’s Hospital where she was able to engage in meaningful conversations with patients, doctors and nurses,
restocked cabinets and transported patients. Zachary Graulich is a young entrepreneur who founded Farm to Fork Delivery Company,
an on-line farmers market, where consumers selected goods from local farms that were then delivered to them. He was a member of the
tennis and soccer teams, the National Honor Society, the Academy of Finance and was selected for the Orchard Park Pride award. Zach-
ary is an active member of the Orchard Park Presbyterian Church and has participated in many of the church’s community activities. In
order to pursue his goal of becoming an entrepreneur, he will be studying accounting at John Carroll University. Madeline Roberts will
continue her love for competitive rowing for the West Side Rowing Club at Northeastern University at the Division I level. She will be
studying behavioral neuroscience. Madeline was a member of the state championship women’s 8+ crew. As a vice-president of the Span-
ish National Honor Society, she organized fundraisers for a charity helping local Spanish speaking immigrants. Madeline coordinated an
exchange of letters and gifts with students in Columbia. She earned the Seal of Biliteracy awarded to a person who can read, write and
speak Spanish and English proficiently. Madeline served as a Spanish tutor at the South Davis and Ellicott Elementary Schools. She was
an Orchard Park Pride recipient. Olivia Zachewicz served as the Board of Education liaison with the high school governing body and at-
tended monthly Board of Education meetings. She was treasurer of the Spanish National Honor Society and helped teach Spanish to 3rd,
4th and 5th graders. Olivia was a member of the Student Wellness and Role Model Club and served as a DARE Role Model. She was
a homeroom representative for two years and as a dancer participated in events to benefit leukemia research and Roswell Park Institute.
Olivia will be attending SUNY at Buffalo, majoring in Biomedical Sciences.

Samuel Hellert won a $500 scholarship sponsored by Millicent Handel Wilson (Class of 1958) and Geoffrey Handel (Class of 1964).
The award is given in honor of their father, Elmer Handel, who served as school superintendent during years of significant growth of
the district after WWIL. Samuel will be attending Buffalo State College where he will be working to develop his love for science and
astronomy into becoming a science teacher. Samuel credits his experience working at the Tops Markets in East Aurora for helping to
boost his confidence in developing constructive relationships. He was a member of the International Club, the Cancer Awareness Club
and the Spanish Honor Society.

Melanie Mingle is the winner of the Albert Marcus LeMessurier Memorial Grant, a $600 scholarship funded by the LeMessurier family.
She has had a life long interest in entering the medical field, which was heightened by an operation she had as a child. Melanie will be
attending the University of Buffalo studying biology on a premed track. She was captain of the volleyball team, vice-president of Math
Club and a member of the Cancer Awareness Club, the Medical Interest Club and the National Honor Society. She participated in com-
munity activities at the Society of St. Vincent dePaul, Friends of Night People and the Kaely’s Kindness Mother and Daughter Luncheon
at Roswell Park Cancer Institute.

Due to the pandemic, the 60°70’s OP Reunion Committee was forced to cancel its July 2020 reunion.
Accordingly, they will not be able to sponsor scholarships through our OP Alumni Association in 2021.

If you would like to send a contribution to benefit truly outstanding students like those who were awarded 2020 scholarships through your
Alumni Association, please consider sending a tax deductible contribution in any amount to:

ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 928 - ORCHARD PARK, NY 14127
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Whenever you begin to question or doubt who you are, or your own worth, or your purpose...always remember: “You are enough...
You don’t need another person, place or thing to make you whole. God already did that. Your job is to know it.” - Maya Angelou

“BE KINDER THAN NECESSARY, FOR EVERYONE YOU MEET IS FIGHTING SOME KIND OF BATTLE” --unknown
O RCHARD P A R K A L UMN.I

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERS

NAN ACKERMAN - JENNIE ADAMS - THOMAS D. ALCORN - CHRISTOPHER S. BEALE - JENNIFER MARKULIS BERKE
PATRICIA McCARTHY BENNINGHOFF - GEORGE BIGENWALD - NANCY STEIGER BRASWELL - SUSAN BRAY- MARY BRILL - JON BRITAIN
SALLY RUNDLE BROWN - NANCY BURNS - ALBERT COOLEY III - BARBARA CORDELL - JAMES DUNN
BERT DUNN & MARY KELLY DUNN - ROGER W. DURANT - VICTORIA D’ANGELO - CAROLE L. DWYER
DALE ECKL & SHIRLEY ROSENTHAL ECKL - TIMOTHY FINLEY - CAROL APEL FRIDMANN - GARY GATES - LISA SCHNORR GEIER
KAREN KABEL GINGHER - JESSICA GROGAN - DONALD DOMINIC GUSTAFERRO - CLAUDIA HAMILTON - PHYLLIS HARTLOFF
WILLIAM J. HEICHBERGER - GAIL FIX HEIDEBRECHT - - FRANCIS HOGANKAMP & SANDRA HOGANKAMP
RICK JENNINGS - LAURIE WARNING KITCHEN - MARGIE STEINER KLISIEWICZ - JOHN LAURIE - JAMES LeMESSURIER - DON LAKS
RAY LAKS - JO ELLEN LANG - CAROL O’CONNOR LINK - JOAN BACHERT LITWIN - ELAINE WILK MALONEY
H. JOHN MARKULIS - BLANCHE McGIVERON - JOHN J. MILLS - BARBARA MILLER - GLORIA HARTLOFF MILLER - TOM MORROW
MARTHA MUCK - KAREN MYERS-HACKEM - RICHARD E. NASSOIY - A. DAVID NIXON - COLLEN O’CONNOR(-WALKER)

KAREN PARIS - DAVID A. PETRILLO - DIANE R. PISCOPO - DAVID PETERS & MARLENE SHIEFFER PETERS - RAE ANN FIX REESE
FRANK RINGQUIST - MARY LYNN JOHNSON ROURKE - DAVID SCHWEDT - JOAN SPENCER - RICHARD STEEL - CAROL YOUNG STRUCK
MARY ANN CASSERTA SUDA - RICHARD SULLIVAN - SCOTT M. SUROWIEC - JEFFREY SWARTZ - KATHLEEN KAMM SWARTZ
CHARLES STODDART - CAROL BELURGI THORNTON - JAMES STELLRECHT & SUSAN ERRINGTON STELLRECHT
SANDY BANAS TRAMPERT - MARTHA VARGO - JUDITH D’ANGELO VASSIE - THOMAS WEBBER
GEORGE WALLACE & TERRY O’GRADY WALLACE - MARGARET CURRAN WATROUS - JACKIE LAUDISO WAZNY
BONNIE MAUL WINKLER - RITA HAAS WIDMAN - KAREN NAREAU WIEBE - MILICENT HANDEL WILSON - MARILYN WOLF ZENTZ

MEMORIAM - A. WATSON BRAY - NORMA GEITTER - THOMAS KABEL - RICHARD J. KLISIEWICZ - NANCY BEAL HOCH
PENELOPE ARBER LYONS - GAIL NEHR O’CONNOR - PAUL SWEET - ALBERT SWARZ SR. - ROBERT ZENTZ



O RCHARD

GRAD. IN BOCES N.T.H.S.

SHANE SUCH, Class
of 2020 IS ONE OF
157 students from 27
Western New  York
high schools who have
been inducted into the
Erie 1 BOCES chapter
of the National Techni-
cal Honor Society. He §
is enrolled in the cyber “ 3
security and networking program at Erle 1
Boces. In order toi be nominated by his
teacher, have 90 percent or higher aver-
age in their career and technical education
course, and maintain an overall grade point
average of 85. Furthermore, students must
demonstrate skill development and leader-
ship and hone their responsibility and good
character. NTHS takes a holistic approach
to evaluating students’ success in the class-
room. WELL DONE!

THE BEE’S COACH OF THE YEAR

Back to back Section VI Class AA titles;
back to back appearances in the Far West
Regionals; All in a season’s work for the
OP girls varsity volleyballcoach GREG
LARDO and the Lady Quakers. The dom-
inating two-season run has earned coach
Lardo this year’s Orchard Park Bee Coach
of the Year Award. “This was a good
group of kids, where you knew they were
goiing to be successful. It takes a little bit
of time for them to grow as a team and to
know what they re really capable of ac-
complishing” said the 12th year coach. He
is also an indoor track and field coach at
Orchard Park, and he made sure that group
recognized early on, their potential. Play-
ers make their varsity debuts as freshmen,
and a few others joined the varsity ranks as
sophomores, and when their classmates on
JV join at the top level as juniors, the Lady
Quakers established themselves as one of
the best squads around, knocking off 4 time
defending AA champs Clarence before los-
ing to eventual NYS runner-up Victor in
the Far West Regionals. There was no step
backward in 2019, as he guided the Lady
Quakers to an undefeated league record,
32-4 mark overall, another class AA cham-
pionship and another trip to the regionals.
“...when you have these kids, you basically
have built-in leaders. If they want to be
successful, they know that they have to help
each other. I think that’s how successful
programs continue to build...you see them
develop and watch them at the next level,”
says Coach Lardo.

excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

P A R K

FUNDRAISER GRAD
LACEY PSCITEL- [©
LI, Class of 2020
was named recipient
of the $2,500. Eg-

uitable  Excellence | * i
Scholarship. She ﬁ
will  receive  the |

$2,500 to go toward - ;
her college education, and, in addition, the
high school will receive $1,000.

Each year, Equitable awards $1.8 million
in college scholarships to exceptional stu-
dents throughout the United States. In
order to receive an Equitable Excellence
scholarship, aplicants must demonstrate
the ability to set and rach goals, as shown
by outstanding achievement in school,
community or work-related activities.

Ms. Piscitelli has had significant achieve-
ments when it comes to community service.
she has raised over $20,000 to benefit The
Children’s Hospital of Buffalo Foundation,
previously known as WCHOB Foundation.
She began fundraising when she was in 5th
grade. She knew she wanted to help chil-
dren who were in the hospital She worked
with her Eggert Elementary Principal Terry
Tryon to plan a fundraiser at the school. the
initial fundraiser raised more than $1,000.
With that money whe was able to purchase
tows to donate to the WCHOB Foundation.
She was able to make the donation in per-
son, and after that, she was hooked. She
has raised mney to benefit Children’s Hos-
pital every year since. Annually, she has a
booth at the OPHS Homecoming Carnival
to sell items she has created. In the past
she has sold rubber band bracelets, scarves
made of T-shirts, lunch bags, drawstring
bags and her own photography mounted on
wooden boards. For the past 2 years, she
has even had a booth at the Holiday Craft
Fair to add to her Fundraising efforts. To
date, she has raised more than $20,000, all
of which has gone directly to the hospital.
Now, when she makes a new donation to
the hospital, she is old enough to deliver
directly to the patients, which she loves.
Ms Piscitelli plans to attend Niagara Uni-
versity in the fall to study hotel hospitality
and American Sign Language.

CONGRATULATIONS - GOOD JOB!
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

PRES. LIST-UNIV. OF ALABAMA

KARLIN KLASS and AIDAN WINIE-
WICZ, both from Class of ‘18, have been
named to the President’s list for the 2020
spring semester.

CONGRATULATIONS ALL!!!
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

A L UMN.I

O.P. GIRL SCOUTS 30248
BRONZE AWARD PROJECT

After last year’s damaging storms and the
death of many trees caused by the ‘emerald
ash borer’, O.P. Girls Scout Troop 30248
started its Bronze Award project that would
help their community - “Re-Tree OP.” The
Girl Scout Bronze Award is the highest
honor a Junior Girl Scout can receive. It
requires girls to choose a project that will
have a lasting effect on the community,
plan it out and put it in motion with a mini-
mum of 20 hours of work involved.
Beginning last spring, the girls brain-
stormed, researched, planned, and pre-
pared. they ordered tree saplings from
troop funds from cookie sales and wrote
letters to local nurseries. They collected
donations and, even in the face of CO-
VID 19, the girls and troop leaders were
resilient. Initially pairing up with the OP
Garden Club, they soon learned that the
planned community pick-up event was
canceled due to the virus. After meeting
virtually on their computers, the girls and
their leaders, Amanda McPherson and Ju-
lie Mock, changed direction. Planting and
care pamphlets were made by each girl and
turned into their leaders. Notes of kindness
were attached to each tree, and individually
these girls, accompanied by their parents,
conducted porch drop-offs of tree saplings
to their neighbors on May 2. This was done
using all the recommended social distanc-
ing protocols and each girl was clearly rec-
ognizable in her uniform.

As a result of the troop’s efforts, 350 were
distributed and planted despite the pan-
demic. JOB WELL DONE!!!

excerpted from the Orchard Park Bee

DEAN’S LIST AT LeMOYNE

These OP graduates made the Dean’s list
for the 2020 spring semester: BRANDON
BRUSEHABER and MAGGIE SCAN-
LON-Class of “17, JESSICA GACIK-Class
of ‘18, JESSICA PETERS, Class of “19.

CONGRATULATIONS ALL!!!
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee
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P A R K

A L UMN.I

MEMORIAMS MEMORIAMS ANNOUNCEMENT

Note from Editor: I need People to under-
stand that the only names [ place here are
the ones I am notified about or know of per-
sonally. If You know of someonethat passes
away, who attend OPHS, please notifuy me
and if possible give me at least their Class
year (if you know it). I have a “Yearbook”
I can consult but the only names there are
for the people who took the time to fill out
the forms and return the paperwork. There
are people I know that attended our school
but they are not in that book. If you can
give me survivor information too, that
would be appreciated. There is not always
an obituary notice in the paper to get this
information from, so I don't always have it
(as you may see in a notice here from time
to time). If they had been in the Military
or Law Enforcement, please tell me that
too so I can place a Flag with their notice.
I appreciate your assistance with this.
Thank You - Rae Ann.

SHIRLEY BAILEY MARTIN, Class
of 1954 was survived by her Husband, 1
Daughter, 1 GrandDaughter, 3 Sisters:
GEORGINA ANKER - Class of ‘51,
KATHY DYLO - Class of ‘63, 1 other Sis-
ter, other Relatives and Friends.

DIANA ROGALSKI PLEGGE, Class of
1954 was predeceased by 1 Brother. She
was survived by her Husband, 1 Son, 1
Daughter, 2 GrandChildren, 1 Sister-DOR-
OTHY SHOTWELL, Class of ‘49, other
Relatives and Friends.

GERALD ‘JERRY’ ENGLISH, Class of
1959 is survived by Relatives and Friends.
No other information is available.

JAMES “<JIM’ KERR, Class of 1959 is
survived by Relatives and Friends. No
other information is available.

MARK WILLIAMS, Class of 1981 was
predeceased by his Father, and 2 Brothers:
ROBERT and KYLE-Classes unknown.
Survived by his Son, 2 Grandchildren,
his Mother, 1 Sister JENNIFER-Class un-
known, other Relatives and Friends.

MARY CICELSKE MOTYKA, Class of
1960 was predeceased by her Husband, 1
Son. She is survived by 1 Son, 1 Daughter,
4 GrandSons, 3 Brothers: JOSEPH-Class
of ‘62, FRAN and RICHARD-Classes un-
known, other Relatives and Friends.

Indicates a former member of
Military or Law Enforcement

ON ROSENTHAL, Class of 1961 was
; was predeceased by his Parents, 1
Sister-K AROL SCHNEIDER-Class of “58.
He is survived by his Wife, 1 Daughter, 2
Sons, 4 Grandcildren, 1 Sister-SHIRLEY
ECKL, other Relatives and Friends.

MARK M. GRESS, Class of 1975 is sur-
vived by his Wife, 2 Daughters,1 Sister-
MARIA EVANS-Class of ‘82, 1 Brother-
DAMIAN-Class unknown, other Relatives
and Friends.

CONSTANTINA M. NIZAMOFF UTZ-
Class of 1982 was predeceased by her Hus-
band. She is survived by 2 Daughters, 2
Sons, 1 Brother-JOHN NIZAMOFF-Class
of ‘85, both Parents, other Relatives and
Friends.

THOMAS E. RIVERS-Former Teacher.
He was predeceased by his Wife. He is
survived by 1 Son, 2 Daughters, 5 Grand-
children, 2 Brothers, other Relatives and
Friends.

CHUCK MORRIS, Class of 1971 is sur-
vived by Relatives and Friends. No other
information is available.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW

RICKY ALBANO, Class of 1998 believes
being a good insurance broker is about be-
ing upfront and honest with customers and
he should know because he’s been in his
current position at Schunke Insurance for
more than 17 years, starting out when he
was in his early 20’s. “I do all personal
and commercial lines of auto, home and
business insurance for potential and cur-
rent customers, people that are shopping
around trying to find new rates with better
coverage. We have many different compa-
nies we deal with - over 25 companies. We
have a wide range of opportunities. We
have different deals for all types of drivers.
We mostly deal with more standard cus-
tomers, but for the person who has a couple
of tickets or accidents, we have options for
them too,” said Albano. The firm has been
located in West Seneca since 1985. A few
years ago it merged with national company
“InsureOne,” formerly know as The Keller
Group. This has allowed Schunke to deal
with more companies and provide better
rates.“Even if you can't help them now...
maybe down the road you can. I think, in
all aspects, people would rather you be up-

front with them,” said Albano.

excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee

2020 ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

The 2020 inductees to the Orchard Park igh
School Athletic Deparment’s Hall of Fame
are: JON CORTO (Class of 2003), RON
HENNING (Class of 1974), NICOLE LIPP
DUFFIN (Class of 1997), JEROLD MY-
ERS (Class of 1950), JACQUELINE SUL-
LIVAN (Class of 1981), WALT STEFANI
(Coach) and the 1988 ORCHARD PARK
VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM.

The selection committee has chosen these
individuals among many student-athletes,
coaches and administrators who have con-
tributed to Orchard Park’s long and proud
tradition of excellence in the area of scho-
lastic athletics.

For more information about the OPHS
Hall of Fame and nomination form, visit:
https://www.opschools.org/Page/9873

CONGRATULATIONS ALL!

LIZA RYAN, Class of 2016, has been
named to the dean’s list for the 2020 spring
semester at Champlain College.

ANDREW LUCHOWSKI, Class of
2018 has been named to the dean’s list for
the 2020 spring semester at the University
at Buffalo.

KELSEY JANASKI, Class of 2019 has
been named to the dean’s list for the 2020
spring semester at Hofstra University.

WELL DONE!

CAROLYN McCUNE, Class of 2016 has
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Nursing from the University of Pittsburgh..

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

DAEMEN COLLEGE - DEAN’S LIST

These OP grads. were named to dean’s
list for the 2020 spring semester: EVAN
COYLE-Class of ‘16, MADISON CAP-
PELLI, MICHAEL D’AMATO Jr., ARY-
ANA DREYER, BRIDGET MORSEON,
JOSHUA RITER - All of Class of ‘17,
GABRIEL CUVELLE, MARK NEMEC,
both from Class of “19.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!!!
excerpted from The Orchard Park Bee



